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“HERB IS 
THE UNIFICATION 
OF MANKIND.” 
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MEET HIM AT DOCKSIDE 



Want to talk 
about your 
vaporizing 
options? 


m 


Let Garrett 

show you o 
revamped < 
selection. 


our 


on 


dockside 

cannabis 


1728 4th Ave S. 

15029 Aurora Ave N 


SODO IK 
SHORELINE 


DOCKSIDECANNABIS.COM SAFE. LEGAL. ENLIGHTENING. 


RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA 21+ BOTH LOCATIONS MEDICALLY ENDORSED 



COMMUNITY. 

CULTURE. 

CANNABIS. 


LUlMI^NClP.CfrM 




Ocean Greens 

$3 edibles $3 pre rolls 

$5 grams $151 gram wax 

$15 eighths $60 14 grams 

$20 vapes $80 OUNCES 

Open: 8am-1 1:30pm, 7 days a week 


OCEANGREENS420.COM 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. Smoking can kill you. There may be health risks 
associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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The sweet taste of internet freedom 



Live the Gig Life with Wave G* 


COLIN GEARY 



Our Son, Colin Geary, passed away 
unexpectedly on Friday, the 10th 
of March. Colin was born on June 
9th, 1971 and was 45 when he left 
us. Colin worked with us at our pub, 
The Owl N’ Thistle, for over twenty 
years. He grew up in Newburyport, 
MA and moved to Seattle in 1993 
to work with us in our pub. His 
mother Terri (Warden) is a West 
Seattle native, and was the reason 
for our move. I (Jack), was born in 
Ireland and we spent many years in 
the Boston area before moving to 
Seattle. Colin was widely known and 
loved throughout the industry and 
elsewhere. We are astonished at the 
outpouring of grief and condolences 
on social media from those who 
loved him. Colin, we miss you 
beyond what words can describe. 


a?. 


OWLN f THISTLE 

IB1SII PUB 
808 POST AVE, SEATTLE, WA 98104 



THE ART OF 

INFERTILITY 



SEA-ART-HEAL 


Indulge in the sweeter side of internet wilh Gigabit Internet from Wove G. The fastest 
internet speed available backed by Wave G^s famous 24/7 support means you get 
more af what you wont, with no headaches. Its ail yours for one flat monthly rate and 

no contract, no cop, and no catch. 


Infertility artwork 
& stories 

April 1-30 • Free 
Art/Not Terminal Gallery 


Gigabit. Internet. Speed. 


$ 80/ month 

Sign up Nxkiycmd get your fir&h rrtofllh FREE * 



1-855-971-1329 ► gowave.com/G 
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They’re your dreams. 
Start building them. 




Consider a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your 
next project. With competitive rates and flexible payment 
options, lasting home improvements could be within 
reach. Introductory rates start as low as 1.99% APR. 


Call 800.209.BANK (2265), 

visit a local branch, 

or go to usbank.com/dreambig 



HOME 
EQUITY 
LINE OF 
CREDIT 


Introductory rate for 6 months 
Rates as low as 

1 99 % 

I ■ APR* 

Rate available 2/25/17-5/5/17. 
Rates are subject to change. 



Variable rate after 
introductory period 

4 . 64 % 

Rate shown for lines of credit: 

- Up to 70% loan-to-value 

- U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package 
Actual rate may be lower. 

Visit usbank.com for custom rates. 


fT^ bank 


the POWER of POSSIBLE™ 


*1 .99% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 
1 .99% during the 6-month Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from February 25 - May 
5, 201 7. After the 6-month introductory period: the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in the Wall 
Street Journal. As of March 1 6, 201 7, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit ranged from 3.51 % APR to 8.29% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime 
Rate, a credit limit below $1 00,000, an LTV above 70%, and/or a credit score less than 730. A U.S. Bank Consumer Silver, Gold, or Platinum Checking Package account is required to 
receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 1 8% APR, or applicable state law, or below 3.01 % APR - 3.25% APR, depending on market. 
Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. Repayment 
options may vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only repayment may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are 
available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its representatives 
do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is unique. You should consult your tax and/or legal advisor for advice and information concerning your particular 
situation. Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National 
Association. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first year and is waived with a U.S. Bank Consumer 
Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and conditions that apply to U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package accounts and 
can be obtained by calling 800.872.2657. Member FDIC. ©2017 U.S. Bank. 170184c 2/17 

equal housing U.S. Bank was named a 2016 MONEY® Magazine “Best Bank,” November 2016. ©2016 Time Inc. Money is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under 
lender license. Money and Time Inc. are not affiliated with and do not endorse products or services of U.S. Bank. 
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OPEN CITY 



West End Girls 

BY CHASE BURNS 


P eople have been able to get a beer and 
tater tots in West Seattle, well, forever, 
but now they can do it while watching a drag 
queen lip-synch a Marilyn Manson song. 
Or lip-synch Panda Bear while dressed as 
a sea monster. Or smack a Chipotle burrito 
against her tuck. It’s hard to say what will 
happen at West End Girls, a new drag show 
starting on Friday, March 31, at the Sky- 
lark, but that’s a (very abridged) list of the 
performers’ recent stunts. The show brings 
Capitol Hill bacchanalia to West Seattle, 
which is where its creators, Old Witch and 
Cookie Couture, are residents. So, in a way, 
West End Girls is just bringing West Seattle 
back to West Seattle. 

Old Witch (Jared Mills) and Cookie Cou- 
ture (Reese Umbaugh) have worked togeth- 
er as members of the Seattle band Noddy, 
which describes its genre as “sizzythatwalk.” 
Oh, and they’re also married. They live in 
West Seattle with their foster kids, dog, and 
three chickens named after contestants on 
RuPauVs Drag Race (Tammie Brown, 
Latrice Royale, and Shangela). There was a 
fourth chicken, Hen DeLaCreme, who could 
ride a skateboard, but she recently passed. 

Despite being drag queens (who some- 
times eat cans of beans while lip-synching), 
Witch and Cookie emphasized they’re not 
that weird for West Seattle. “We’ve seen peo- 
ple walk a pig in the park a few blocks up,” 
said Witch. (Walking a pig in the park, by the 
way, isn’t a gay thing. They’re referencing a 
literal pig.) “There are straight couples and 
bears and soccer moms here,” says Cookie, 
“and plenty of gay couples with kids. People 
want to see drag, but they don’t want to go all 
the way to Capitol Hill.” 

Even though Seattle’s drag scene is cen- 
tralized around the Hill, many of the queens 
have moved to other neighborhoods. Tired 
of taking $20 Lyfts to and from their perfor- 


mances, Witch and Cookie started planning a 
show in West Seattle. 

“I tried to do a drag show at Full Tilt,” said 
Witch, referencing the ice cream shop near 
their home. “Y’know, a kids show.” Cookie 
laughed, “She’ll take gigs where she can get 
’em.” Full Tilt didn’t take Witch up on the of- 
fer, but the Skylark did. 

The Skylark isn’t a venue that seems like 
it would host a drag show. It’s a place that 
posts bacon porn on its Facebook page. You 
can eat a hummus platter while Alanis Moris- 
sette plays over the speaker. It’s a good dad 
bar, but it’s also been home to a surprising 
amount of femmy queer stuff. The venue has 
hosted Jeffrey Robert’s West Side Glory: A 
Somewhat Queer Variety Show, and Morning 
Glory, a drag brunch with Magnolia Craw- 
ford. (Crawford later went on to be a contes- 
tant on season 6 of RuPauVs Drag Race. She 
was eliminated early and known for her thin 
nose contour.) 

“This first show obviously isn’t able to show 
every type of drag in Seattle, but it’s all killer 
and no filler” said Witch. West End Girls has a 
hefty lineup featuring Cookie and Witch along- 
side seven other queens: Arson Nicki, Betty 
Wetter, Butylene O’Kipple, Chico Johnson, 
Fraya Love, Londyn Bradshaw, and Hellen 
Tragedy. (Bradshaw is the reigning Miss Gay 
Seattle, and Nicki was recently featured as one 
of The Stranger 1 s persons of interest.) 

At the West End Girls premiere, Cookie 
and Betty Wetter open with a live viewing of 
that night’s episode of RuPauVs Drag Race , 
with performances starting a little after 9 
p.m. And don’t say West Seattle is too far — 
it’s a quick 11-minute drive (or a 27-minute 
bus ride) from Capitol Hill. Take public tran- 
sit and paint your face while you’re waiting. 
Bring dollar bills for the queens. Or bring a 
chicken — Cookie and Witch are looking for a 
new one. ■ 


OuiuAe lit LI h 

2061: Owners of Paul Ryan's Former Residence Remove, 
Melt Commemorative Plaque 


JANESVILLE, Wl — The new owners of one 
of the few sites of national historical in- 
terest here in Janesville wasted no time in 
defacing the property. "You say 'deface,' I 
say 'improve," laughed Claude Aitken. 

Last May, Aitken and his husband, 
Grant Micheaux, bought a venerable 
two-story brick colonial house with- 
out realizing that it was the birthplace 
of the onetime US congressman and 
Janesville native Paul Ryan — a name now 
synonymous with political corruption, 
scandal, and ruin 
that brought the 
nation to its knees. 

"There was a 
time it might have 
been a selling point, 

I imagine," said 
Aitken. "That was 
before the tribu- 
nals, of course. And 
long before most 
people understood what a truly disgust- 
ing, treasonous rat of a man he was. Of 
course everyone knows that now. You 
can't even say his name out loud around 
here anymore. Not that I ever would." 

When they realized that the house 
they'd bought was on the Historical 
Register as the birthplace of a convicted 
traitor, whose complicity in the 2018 
"Creme de la Kremlin" scandal shocked 
the world and made him persona non 
grata even among the radical fringe that 
had supported his political career, Aitken 
and Micheaux wasted no time in apply- 
ing for the one home improvement they 
knew they couldn't live without. 

"The plaque," laughed Micheaux. "It 
had to go. Like yesterday." 

They initially tried to remove the 
commemorative plaque, which read 
"Birthplace of Paul Ryan, 1970-2020. 
American Traitor," along with explanatory 
text about his crimes against the nation. 
They used a crowbar, a sledgehammer, 


and a pickax, all to no avail. 

"It was like he was haunting us from 
beyond the grave," said Aitken, no 
longer laughing. "It only strengthened 
our resolve." The couple contacted the 
National Register of Historic Places, and 
found a sympathetic ear. Under the terms 
of the Great Rationalization of 2023, as 
de facto victims of the discriminatory 
practices Ryan had enshrined, Aitken and 
Micheaux were found to be eligible for a 
free removal of the offending plaque. 

"We never 
expected they'd 
give it to us as a 
housewarming gift, 
though," Aitken 
recalls. "It was a 
big ceremony and 
all. It was kind of 
sweet, especially 
considering how 
horrible the object 

in question was. 

The couple resolved to make lemonade 
out of their lemons. They took the plaque 
to closest goldsmith they could find. 

"We had to go halfway to hell-and- 
gone," said Micheaux. 

"Well, to Milwaukee, anyway," 
quipped Aitken. 

They had the plaque melted down, 
only to discover it was genuine 14 karat 
gold. Then, according to Aitken, it was his 
husband who came up with the coup de 
grace: They had the goldsmith form what 
was left of the plaque into custom jewelry. 

"Intimate custom jewelry," the pair 
said in unison. 

"I just tried to think of something 
that would make that old villain truly 
disgusted if he imagined us wearing it," 
Micheaux continued, opening a but- 
ton on his Oxford shirt to reveal a large 
golden ring hanging from a leather strap 
around his neck. "After that it was a no- 
brainer." ■ 



To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to 
ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 


SENSUAL HEALING 

You put your hand on my shoulder during my 
appointment yesterday, and it was the most 
sensual feeling I have had in a doctor's office 
in my entire life. Everything grew quiet for a 
moment, and my focus came down to nothing 
but the feeling of your skin touching mine. It 
was super weird to feel that way about a guy 
who was cleaning up an infected incision on my 
right shoulder, and I would never, ever mention 
it. But you were humane and intelligent and 
fun to talk to, and when you told me my biopsy 
hadn't shown any cancer, you seemed genuinely 
pleased. By the end of the appointment, you felt 
like a friend. A handsome friend. I walked out 
feeling refreshed — not just physically healthy, 
but sensually awake. Thanks, friend. 

— Anonymous 
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GRAND OPENING! 


Celebrate the launch of the new 
Freedom Boat Club at Elliot Bay Marina 
Saturday, April 1, noqn-5pm 

Free Boat Ride! - Learn About the Club 

Lunch Catered by Pa Li sade 

EUiot Say Marina, 2601 W, Marina PL, 

Seattle 98199 G3S _>4- 


Contact Nick: 206-900-1291 
nick hiatf reedomboatclub.com 


SPECIAL! 


$1000 

OFF 


lx Entry Fee 
jPji When You Join 
j By Our Grand 
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SEATTLE 

ART 

MUSEUM 


WINTER 

WEEKENDS 


ART ENCOUNTER- INTERSTITIAL PULSE, 
I MIGHT FALL INTO THE OCEAN 

OLYMPIC SCULPTURE PARK 
FRI MAR 31. 7 PM 
FREE WITH RSVP 

This final performance of the Art Encounter 
series is a meditation on movement artist. 
Paige Semes’ residency at the park. Presented 
in collaboration with poet van esse Dewolf, 
bassist Evan Fiery* Barnes, animator Stefan 
Gr Liber and florist Madeline M Indie h 

PfGarAnvniAa at [he Ofympit SeuJpcura Park -i iuppor i l-3 
by Moggie WnHfer. ,ind Worths WychufH ,^nd Jtr?y tons 

rhe artist *frcelvod par nal fundus from Seaitle Oflice 
of Arts i Culture. 
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MINIATURE GOLF 

mechanized mayhem 

FULL BAN 2! + 


BUY TICKETS 

SMASHPUTT.COM 


r 


% . 


NEED YOUR 


TEETH CLEANED? 


WANT TO GET 


PAID FOR IT? 


5+ years since your last 
cleaning? Over 1 8? 

You could earn up to $400!!! 

**IF selected** 

Dental hygiene students looking 
for board exam patients. 

Must have heavy buildup 
of tartar/calculus. 


Starting Monday April 3rd 
Walk-in hours : 

Monday - Wednesday 
9am-12pm / 1 :45pm-4pm 
Thursdays 8:30am-12pm 


Contact us at: (425) 31 2-3077 
DhStudentsl 6@gmail.com 

16101 Greenwood Ave N. 
Shoreline Dental Hygiene 
bldg 2500 


Hawthorne 

Stereo 

"a pretty nice place" 


Turntable Sales & Service 

Cartridges, Betts & Accessories - We service DJ Turntables: 


New & Used Hi-Fi. 
Music systems to 
fit any budget! 


63C3 Roosevelt Way NE Seattle 
206.522.9609 
www.hawthornestereo.com 



We teach guitar, 
bass, piano, voice, 
rock band classes, 
andidliDms (dub!) 



We’ve 

Moved! 




Lake City: 12729 Lake City Way NE - 206.364.8815 
Georgetown: lOlO S. Bailey - 206.763.9700 
SeattleDrumSchool.com 
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NEWS 



HANNAH K. LEE 

SEATTLE mayor ED MURRAY Talking back to Sessions. 


Local Leaders Stand Their 
Ground as US Attorney 
General Threatens Sanctuary 
Cities with Loss of Funds 

BY SYDNEY BROWNSTONE 


O n March 27, US attorney gen- 
eral Jeff Sessions issued a new 
warning to so-called “sanctu- 
ary jurisdictions.” He blasted cities, states, 
and counties that do not respond to federal 
detainer requests — non-warrant requests 
from immigration officials that ask local 


law enforcement and jails to hold suspects 
for an additional 48 hours to allow immi- 
gration officials to swoop in and attempt to 
deport them — and he threatened a loss of 
Department of Justice grants if sanctuary 
jurisdictions fail to comply with federal law 
But Sessions’s threat was carefully 


worded. While the Department of Homeland 
Security has called out King County for not 
abiding by these federal detainer requests, 
and while the City of Seattle maintains a 
policy that prevents city employees, including 
police, from asking about a person’s immi- 
gration status, local officials say that they do 
follow federal law and won’t be bullied by Ses- 
sions’s rhetoric. 

In his announcement, Sessions declared 
that his Department of Justice will deny 
grants to jurisdictions that don’t comply with 
USC 1373, a policy that says local govern- 
ments can’t block information sharing about 
a person’s immigration status between Immi- 
gration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and 
other government entities 
or officials. The attorney 
general’s new policy follows 
an executive order signed 
by President Donald Trump 
in January that directs the 
secretary of Homeland Se- 
curity to “authorize” local 
law enforcement to help 
with immigration raids. 

But sanctuary city 
policies like Seattle’s, and 
the refusal of many ju- 
risdictions to entertain 
administrative detainer requests from ICE, 
are separate issues from the code Sessions 
cited. Local officials say they’re not stop- 
ping anyone from communicating with ICE. 
At the same time, they say they don’t have 
to adhere to ICE’s detainer requests unless 
compelled by a court order. 

“We’re not going to imprison people based 
on executive fiat, even if that executive is the 
president of the United States,” King County 
executive Dow Constantine told The Stranger. 

Seattle mayor Ed Murray issued a similar 
response. “If Attorney General Sessions is 
so concerned about Seattle’s safety,” Murray 
said, “pulling law-enforcement dollars from 
cities nationwide is the height of hypocrisy 
and makes us less safe. Research shows cities 
with larger foreign-born populations experi- 
ence less violent crime.” 

In 2016, the Department of Justice award- 
ed the Seattle Police Department $673,166 


for community policing, equipment, and over- 
time. The city also distributed $600,000 from 
a different Department of Justice grant to the 
Seattle Fire Department and $120,000 for hu- 
man services work. 

On the state level, Washington governor 
Jay Inslee recently signed an executive order 
on immigration that would prevent state re- 
sources from being used in immigration raids. 
But a spokesperson for the governor insisted 
that all policies and practices the state has ad- 
opted are, and will continue to be, consistent 
with federal law. 

“The governor has been clear that Wash- 
ington will continue to be a place where all 
are welcome despite what country they come 
from, language they speak, 
or religion they practice,” 
spokesperson Tara Lee 
said. 

King County prosecuting 
attorney Dan Satterberg 
also warned against the 
Trump administration 
threatening to withhold 
federal funds as sanctions 
for local immigration policy. 
If Sessions tried to block 
federal funds unrelated to 
immigration, Satterberg 
said, he might have a lawsuit on his hands. 

“For instance, if the Trump administra- 
tion tried to withhold federal transportation 
money as a sanction for a local immigration 
policy, the local government would have a 
good argument in court to challenge that ac- 
tion,” Satterberg wrote in an e-mail. 

Seattle city attorney Pete Holmes dis- 
missed Sessions’s words as deflection from a 
bad week for the Trump administration, but 
he did add a vague hint that Seattleites can 
expect more anti-Trump resistance from their 
local government. 

“Seattle should know that my office and 
the mayor’s office have been working ever 
since President Trump’s ‘sanctuary cities’ 
order was signed to explore all avenues to 
protect Seattle’s interests, and most of all 
its values,” Holmes said in a statement. “The 
city will not be bullied into abandoning its 
principles. Stay tuned.” ■ 


“Pulling law- 
enforcement 
dollars from cities 
nationwide is the 
height of hypocrisy 
and makes us less 
safe,” Murray said. 


NEWS SHORTS 

BY STRANGER STAFF 



NEVER FORGET: DAVE REICHERT VOTED 
FOR TRUMPCARE 

Immediately following Trumpcare/Ryancare's 
failure on March 24, a very exclusive congres- 
sional club formed. This club consists of the 
few Republicans in the entire country who 
actually, on the record, voted for a bill that 
was on such a bad trajectory that it ended 
up getting pulled. The New York Times' 
Jonathan Martin says that 1 5 of those GOP 
representatives are "targeted" in 2018, mean- 
ing the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee thinks they're vulnerable in the 
upcoming election. Washington State's own 
Dave Reichert is now a member of that club. 

In the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, Reichert voted for Trumpcare without 
even knowing how much it would cost or 
how many people stood to lose coverage. 
When the Congressional Budget Office 
revealed that 24 million Americans would 
lose their health-insurance coverage over 
the course of a decade, Reichert continued 


to defend the bill and his vote. 

Reichert's support began to waver only 
after the members of the Freedom Caucus, 
Ryan, and Trump started making last- 
minute changes that would have 
removed several essential ben- 
efits from the bill. Still, the fact 
remains that Reichert voted for 
Trumpcare. While other members 
of Congress avoided going on 
the record, Reichert took an early 
leap — and is now going to take a 
political hit. We asked Reichert's 
office if the congressman feels 
abandoned by Republican leadership. We 
received no response. RICH SMITH 

A HUGE VICTORY FOR ORGANIZING 

Meanwhile, Washington representative Pra- 
mila Jayapal (D-Seattle) is one of the many 
Democrats celebrating Trumpcare's failure 
to get a full vote on the House floor. 

"It was a huge victory for organizing and 


for the American people," she said in a phone 
call with The Stranger. "After hearing the 
stories of people calling in and really under- 
standing the devastation that the Trumpcare 
bill would have caused — cutting 
$880 billion from Medicaid, trans- 
ferring a trillion dollars in wealth 
to millionaires and billionaires and 
insurance companies — it was such 
a sweet moment to see for sure 
that they didn't have the votes to 
get it done." 

Representative Jayapal said con- 
stituent involvement — calls, e-mails, 
social-media presence, and attendance at town 
halls — was "the defining factor in this win." 

"Our office was flooded with calls," she 
said. "A lot of the Republicans shut down 
their phone lines because they didn't want 
to take the calls anymore. There's no ques- 
tion that [constituent] engagement and 
attention to what this plan was really going 
to do helped." 


President Trump at first blamed Demo- 
crats for the bill's demise, to which Jayapal 
replied, "Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha." 

"They've got the majority in the House," 
she said. "There's no way they can blame 
Democrats for this, though it's never 
stopped them before." RICH SMITH 

SECRETARY OF STATE KIM WYMAN 
ANNOUNCES ILLNESS 

On March 27, Washington secretary of state 
Kim Wyman announced she has been diag- 
nosed with colon cancer. She will be seeking 
treatment in the coming weeks. "While this 
news is upsetting, my doctors have told me 
this type of cancer is not only treatable, but 
curable," Wyman said in a statement. "I 
expect to make a full recovery after undergo- 
ing chemotherapy and radiation treatment." 
The Associated Press reports that Assistant 
Secretary of State Mark Neary will be run- 
ning the office when Wyman is away for 
treatment. ANA SOFIA KNAUF 
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HIGH SOCIETY 

In Which David Schmader Converses with a Person and They Are Stoned 

118 Blazing Minutes 
with “High Powered” 
Criminal Defense 
Attorney Douglas Hiatt 

BY DAVID SCHMADER 



I t started with an e-mail. “Hey David, I’m a 
marijuana defense attorney, and as a lawyer 
with lots of grower clients, well, you get the 
idea. I’m happy to match tolerances anytime. 
Gimme a shout. Also pretty sure drug war com- 
ing back. Busts happening again. Douglas.” 

A Google search produced a substantial bi- 
ography: Douglas Hiatt is a criminal defense 
attorney who has spent the majority of his ca- 
reer as a public defender (first with Seattle’s 
Northwest Defender Association and then with 
the Skagit County Public Defender’s Office). 
His twin passions 
are social justice and 
marijuana law, both 
of which were ignited 
by the same case, in 
which a Seattle AIDS 
patient in the mid- 
1990s was jailed for 
medical marijuana. 

Since then, Hiatt has 
focused on indigent 
subjects of federal 
weed prosecutions 
and has spent years 
wrangling intricate 
marijuana defense 
cases, often pro bono. 

“The continuing 

struggle for the rights of medical marijuana 
patients has taken over my traditional crimi- 
nal law practice,” writes Hiatt on his website. 
“I now believe that this issue of personal 
freedom and medical treatment is one of the 
most important liberty issues facing us as a 
country today.” 

During our pre-meet-up phone chat, I 
learn that Hiatt is also celebrated for his 
hand-rolled joints, and before I arrive at his 
downtown condo, I pick up a couple grams of 
high-grade stuff (Lemon 
OG, with a THC level of 
22.56 percent). As soon as 
I land at the home Hiatt 
shares with his wife and a 
million books, I’m swept up 
in Hiatt’s words, listening 
as he talks about Michelle 
Alexander’s book The New 
Jim Crow, quotes and 
praises Public Enemy’s 
Chuck D, and shows me the 
trailer for the Viceland show Weediquette (in 
which he makes an appearance) — all within 
the first five minutes. 

I produce my weed, and Hiatt’s conversa- 
tion changes direction while still maintaining 
its intensity. “This is worthless,” he says, eye- 
balling it. “This is what I call garbage weed. 
It’s trimmed by a machine, so there’s almost 
no crystal aspect whatsoever.” He pauses to 
break off a chunk and pop it in his mouth. 
“I don’t taste any pesticides, so at least it’s 
clean. But this is garbage weed.” 

He retaliates by producing his own 
stash — a hyper-powered strain called Jack’s 
Girl with buds as big as a can of Red Bull 
(which Hiatt gets from a grower friend) — and 


MIKE FORCE 


“This is some of the 
most powerful weed 
available,” he tells 
me while rolling up 
a joint the size of a 
fat crayon. 


orders me to smell (it’s delicious). Then he 
zips into the kitchen for a flashlight in order 
to properly illuminate the crystallization and 
careful hand trimming. “This is some of the 
most powerful weed available,” he tells me 
while rolling up a joint the size of a fat crayon. 

With MSNBC playing softly in the back- 
ground, Hiatt and I smoke the joint. It’s 
dense and takes a while, but Hiatt keeps the 
air filled with words, holding forth with im- 
passioned exasperation on everything from 
the acute stupidity of our legal system to 
America’s seemingly 
intractable racism 
to the shittiness of 
Washington State’s 
decriminalization of 
weed, which he be- 
lieves created more 
problems for medical 
marijuana users than 
it solved. 

For example: The 
federal raids (com- 
plete with seizure of 
assets) of medical 
marijuana growers in 
Eastern Washington, 
and the maddening 
fact that there are 
people in a state with legal medical marijuana 
being busted by federal agents who say there’s 
no such thing as medical marijuana. 

“Lives are being ruined!” Hiatt bellows, 
citing the arbitrary cruelty of the prosecutions 
and their disproportionately nonwhite victims. 

Meanwhile, our many puffs off the Jack’s 
Girl joint hit and stick. Hiatt had warned of 
the strain’s overwhelming effects, with sev- 
eral of his smoking buddies “going white” 
and requiring brief naps after imbibing. 

But I’m just wonderfully 
baked. Most weed takes 
me somewhere I know 
and love and can count on. 
Jack’s Girl takes me some- 
where new and surprising, 
like I’m back in junior high 
and smoking weed for the 
first time, or it’s 2015 and 
I’m doing my first dab hits 
at a questionably legal Se- 
attle weed dispensary. 

Hiatt could’ve kept talking — and I could’ve 
kept listening and occasionally interjecting — 
all night, but eventually my two-hour alarm 
goes off and I commence my good-bye. Hiatt 
sends me packing with a generous stash of 
Jack’s Girl and praise for my handling of his 
superpowered weed. 

“I believe, based on personal experience, 
that you can hang with anyone. Period,” Hi- 
att texts after I leave. “I can try to find some 
hero-juana [a strain so strong, it’s allegedly 
comparable to heroin] and we can retest!” 

Stay tuned, dear readers. ■ 

Wanna get high with me and talk ? E-mail 
schmader@thestranger. com. 
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VICTORIA LOMASKO 


WARNINGS 
FROM RUSSIA 

What Americans Can Learn from Action-Adventure Artist 
and Badass Russian Dissident Reporter Victoria Lomasko 

BY RICH SMITH 


W hen Victoria Lomasko returns to the Rus- 
sian Federation following her US tour of 
Other Russias, she might be considered 
a foreign agent. 

For more than five years, Lomasko has been 
spearheading Russia’s graphic journalism move- 
ment. Her new book, Other Russias, translated by 
Thomas Campbell, documents and illustrates the 
plight of marginalized groups across the mother- 
land: residents of vanishing villages in rural areas, 
far-right grassroots movements, LGBT film fes- 
tivals carried out despite bomb 
threats, teens languishing in pris- 
ons, among others. You know, what 
we’re dealing with right now in 
Trump’s America. 

Earlier this month, I met with 
Lomasko and her translator, Bela 
Shayevich, over steaming bowls of 
pho at Thanh Vi shortly before their presentations 
at the University of Washington and Fantagraphics, 
where her art is on view through April 5. Lomas- 
ko looks like an amiable Russian ninja. She sports 
short-cropped black hair accented with a side shave. 
She moves swiftly and elegantly, carrying herself 
like one of those people who are always just one 
step ahead of the world’s chaos, always dancing in 
the fire but somehow never getting burned, as she 
talks about how she could become a target for gov- 
ernment bullying in her home country. 

For going on this American book tour, Lomasko 


says her name could be published on a website that 
tracks people who have “betrayed the motherland.” 
Her appearance on one of these lists could result in 
her losing all possible platforms to show her work 
in Russia, though already her publishing venues are 
limited to independent news sites that have small 
reading audiences. 

She’s had close calls in the past. Several years ago, 
Lomasko says, she and other writers were looking 
for a venue to launch an anarchist newspaper called 
Volya, which means “Will” in Russian. A bookstore 
owner offered up his store for the 
event. The very next day, the police 
showed up: “Do you want to have a 
bookstore or do you want us to take 
it away?” After that, the owner un- 
friended everyone in the group on 
all his social networks and never 
spoke to any of them again. 

In an interview with Chtodelat News, Lomasko 
says she grew up the daughter of a self-taught art- 
ist and a lover of Soviet illustration. Moscow State 
University of Printing Arts graduated her with a 
degree in graphic art in 2003, but she didn’t want 
to work in design. Eventually she ran into Anton 
Nikolaev, an activist and filmmaker who invited her 
on a trip to the provinces. Then they attended the 
trial of the organizers who put on Forbidden Art, 
the exhibition after which she named her last book. 
It was during that period that her graphic journal- 
ism really took off. 


Sometimes called “graphic reportage,” graphic 
journalism is a tradition with roots going back to the 
19th century, when newspapers commissioned art- 
ists to draw events happening on the front lines of 
various conflicts. In Russia, these artist-reporters 
covered the 1905 and 1917 revolutions, the wars of 
expansion, the siege of Leningrad, and the gulags. 
In the United States, they covered the Civil War and 
the trenches in WWI. 

Lomasko gives me lots of practical reasons 
for reviving this genre in the 21st century. Some 
restricted areas such as courtrooms, prisons, or ju- 
venile detention centers simply don’t allow cameras 
inside. Many of her subjects — sex workers, migrant 
workers, and HIV-positive Russians, for instance — 
don’t want to be photographed because they could 
face extreme consequences if recognized. And, fi- 
nally, the approach gives her more freedom to select 
and follow the stories she chooses. 

Journalists report on newsworthy stories, she 
says. They don’t have the privilege to take time and 
explore a topic the way she can. Lomasko can af- 
ford to do long stints in the Russian countryside, for 
instance, or cover trials in Moscow of underappreci- 
ated Russian artists without having to worry about 
hard deadlines and timeliness. 

Though she’s almost never “breaking” any news, 
her drawings and reportage feel immediate. That’s 
partly because the conditions of her subjects deter- 
mine the qualities of her lines. 

In “The Girls of Nizhny Novgorod,” for^ 
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VICTORIA LOMASKO 


OTHER RUSS IAS It is split into two sections: the “invisible” and the “angry. ” 
Expressions of anger transform the invisible into the visible, as the Pussy Riot protests in 
2012 demonstrate. 


A instance, her story about Moscow sex work- 
ers, the women could talk to Lomasko only 
during 10-minute breaks between customers. 
The time constraint forced her to use mark- 
ers, which allowed her to ink and sketch at the 
same time. The women are rendered in thick 
black lines that project a sense of power, as if 
their skin were armor. 

The language Lomasko pulls from them re- 
flects those lines and shows a form of strength 
and resilience Russian society doesn’t often 
associate with sex workers. “Some of the cli- 
ents ask us to piss on them, but I’d be happy 
to shit on them, on behalf of all women,” one 
of the working women says. Another says, in 
true Russian form, “Laughter is our only sal- 
vation. And vodka.” 

One of the most eye-widening, heart- 
rending, I-cannot-stop-reading-this moments 
of witnessing in the book happens in a story 
called the “Slaves of Moscow,” which involves 
a group of Kazakhstani slaves who were 
locked in the basement of a convenience store 
in Russia’s capital. 

Some had been enslaved for a decade, and 
they were released only when a group of ac- 
tivists discovered the situation and busted 
them out. 

“They were fed slop made from rotten veg- 
etables, and they were beaten and raped... 
Many of them had given birth while in captiv- 
ity. Istanbekova [the slaver] had disposed of 
the children as she saw fit,” Lomasko writes. 
Local police were allegedly covering for the 
store owner, and, before lawyers intervened, 
they even tried to arrest and deport the en- 
slaved for being in the country illegally. 

Lomasko juxtaposes drawings of these 
women and children relaxing in the general 
comfort of a hospital where she interviewed 
them with blunt descriptions of the atrocities 
they endured. The distance between the il- 
lustration of the boy playing on a computer 


and the description of that same boy being 
chained to a radiator reveals the startling 
everydayness of horror and corruption in 
Russia’s capital city. 

Lomasko’s drawings of protests are the 
most fascinating examples of form following 
function, because they’re composites. While 
she’s out there, sometimes in negative 30-de- 
gree Celsius weather, she focuses on a few 
details that seem to her to be indicative of the 
march — someone carrying a giant sign while 
wearing a colorful balaclava at the Pussy 
Riot protests, say — and then she keeps ref- 
erencing others in the crowd who are doing or 
wearing that same thing in order to complete 


the drawing. In this way, the solidarity of each 
protest is embodied in Lomasko’s figures. Her 
arm is part her arm and her arm and maybe a 
little part of her hand. 

In the book Other Russias, Lomasko splits 
her marginalized subjects into two catego- 
ries: the “invisible” and the “angry.” Though 
it might seem somewhat luxurious to read 
about local Russian politics at a moment when 
we still don’t seem to be able to focus on our 
own, Americans could learn something from 
these stories. 


A United States halfway through a third 
Trump term looks a lot like Russia in 2012. An 
authoritarian has illegitimately seized power 
(again), oligarchs openly dictate government 
policy, nationalists regularly lie about crowd 
sizes, show trials for artists and activists are 
routine, fledgling resistance efforts are atom- 
ized and flagging, and super-corrupt police 
run the villages and big cities. 

After an era of big marches in the early 
part of the decade, cynicism about political 
parties has grown so strong in Russia that 
people only engage when the government 
tries to put a church in their own backyard. 
Or, you know, when it turns out a local shop 
owner is harboring slaves in their basement. 

But these hyper-local protests can some- 
times blow up into national resistance efforts, 
which is what happened for the long-haul 
truckers Lomasko covers in “Truckers, Tor- 
fyanka, and Dubki: Grassroots Protests in 
Russia, 2015-2016.” 

The Russian government levied a 400 
percent tax on truckers who used federal high- 
ways and also introduced steep fines for those 
who couldn’t pay the new tax. In order to col- 
lect the tolls, the government set up a system 
called Platon, which was owned by oligarchs 
within President Vladimir Putin’s inner circle. 

Some of the truckers revolted and drove 
their rigs to a small town outside Moscow where 
they set up camp. They stayed in their trucks 
all winter, from December to May. Eventually 
they organized marches, a national strike, and 
then their own union. None of this, Lomasko 
says, was covered by major news outlets. 

Some liberals discovered the trucker 
resistance, though, Lomasko says, and 
descended on the camp to give the normally- 
Putin-supporting truckers some lectures on 
social initiatives and traditions of grassroots 
activism from around the world. 

“Maybe it isn’t such a bad idea to go and 
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VICTORIA LOMASKO 


LOMASKO in SEATTLE During her stay, she visited and drew our 
marginalized communities : dancers at Wildrose, revelers at Julia’s. When she saw 
the Lenin statue, she said she was “feeling very evil. ” 


give lectures, but at the same time these liber- 
als were writing [social media] posts about how 
scared they were to visit the long-distance truck- 
ers, how they were afraid to meet these savage 
men,” Lomasko says, her Russian coming out 
fast, and me nodding and smiling with the rise 
and fall of her voice as if I had any clue what she 
was saying. 

Meanwhile, she explained, other liberals were 
waiting for the truckers to storm the Kremlin and 
start a revolution that liberals could glom on to. 
The trucker crowd cringed. 

“In brief, it can be said that the general popula- 
tion hates the cultural elite and the government, 
but maybe they hate the cultural elite even more,” 
Lomasko says. “This is probably because the gov- 
ernment speaks to the people in their language 
and caters to them. While people who represent 
the cultural elite are very snobby and don’t hide it. 
I think that your Trump also found a similar kind 
of popular folk language.” 

There’s your warning. When the people from 
Trump country start revolting because they can’t 
seem to “access” health care anymore, urbanites 
who can’t help but say “I told you so” should stay 
the fuck back in their ivory tower’s easy chair and 
let the Midwestern Dems do the resistance re- 
cruiting. Or better yet — let them form their own 
anti-Trump coalitions. (Unless, of course, they 
become a bunch of nationalists — can we call them 
nashies for short?) 

An older book by Lomasko, Forbidden Art, 
contains a similar lesson for America’s artists. 
When the government tried and jailed a number 
of contemporary artists and curators in the early 
2010s, those defendants got upset because they 
didn’t garner huge support from society like the 
members of Pussy Riot did. That’s because “no- 
body in the general population of Russia knew 
who those people were, and many people don’t 
know anything about contemporary art, and noth- 
ing was being done to make them know,” she says. 

For Lomasko, part of the blame falls on the 


artists for making “high art” that a lot of people 
couldn’t possibly care about, and part of the blame 
falls on the high art community for being socially 
exclusive dicks. 

“In the many years that I was part of the con- 
temporary art world, going to all the openings, 
not a single time did I see anyone there who was 
not part of that [high-art] circle. And nobody saw 
that as a problem,” Lomasko says. “And if I would 
bring someone from the outside — like a student or 
a friend — they were always treated with a great 
degree of condescension, as if they weren’t good 
enough.” 

The message is clear. Artists: If you want 
support from the people, make art that people un- 
derstand. If you don’t, don’t cry when they miss 
the invitation to your show trial. 

Just as Russia is more than Putin and his oli- 
garchs, America is more than Trump and the 
Republicans. If we want to know what’s going 
on in our country and so address its problems 
effectively, we have to consider the concerns and 
behaviors of marginalized people. Lomasko’s book 
offers a good framework for artists and journal- 
ists to do just that. 

As for her own work, she’s nowhere close to 
finished. She’s currently working on a new book 
about social issues in the “post-Soviet East” of Rus- 
sia called Bishkek - Yerevan - Dagestan - Tbilisi. 
Migrants from this part of the country are viewed 
negatively by Russians, and there has been “very 
little research deconstructing [those] colonial and 
orientalist perspectives.” 

The stuff from this new project looks a lot like 
the stuff from Other Russias, but in color: a draw- 
ing plus a narrative with darkly funny or profound 
pull quotes. Lomasko doesn’t quite have the comic 
artist’s luxury of shaping her stories into panels 
and splash pages, but she doesn’t much want it. 
Though her drawings sort of look like those you’d 
find in a comic book, Lomasko says “the form of 
comics isn’t what’s essential. What’s essential is 
witnessing.” ■ 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Positive Thinking by dan savage 


Gay guy here. Met a guy online. He came over. 
We had incredible sex and then a great conversa- 
tion lasting several hours. But — and you knew 
there was one coming — he told me that he lied 
about his HIV status. (I asked him before meeting 
him, like I do with anyone.) He is undetectable, 
but he told me initially he was ‘ HIV/ STD nega- 
tive. ” I got very upset — more from the lie than his 
status. (I know that undetectable is practically 
the same as negative.) I really like him, but that 
was a big lie. He told me all about his life and any 
other secrets after that. Should I swear off him 
for lying about such a big topic ? Or is the fact he 
did tell me and our connection enough to give 
him a second chance ? I had not 
been that happy up till the reveal 
in, well, maybe ever. But I want 
to be wise. 

Did Ask, Didn’t Tell 

Why would he lie? To avoid 
rejection. Obviously. Guys often 
refuse to hook up with guys who 
are honest about being HIV- 
positive even though a positive 
guy with an undetectable viral 
load is less of a risk — at least 
where HIV transmission is 
concerned — than a guy who believes himself 
to be negative because he was the last time he 
got tested or because he doesn’t think he could 
ever get infected and so has never been tested. 
Someone who was recently infected is highly 
infectious; someone who doesn’t think he could 
ever get infected — because he doesn’t sleep with 
older guys, because he only tops, because his ass 
is magic and he uses unicorn spit for lube — is a 
fucking idiot, and fucking idiots are higher risk 
for fucking everything. 

Sometimes positive guys get sick of being pun- 
ished for being honest, and so they lie — and it’s 
particularly tempting to lie to someone you don’t 
expect to see again, i.e., a quick hookup. HIV- 
positive people shouldn’t lie to their sex partners. 
Obviously. People should be honest, informed 
consent is consent, and lying about your HIV sta- 
tus can be risky for people with HIV. Thanks to 
stupid laws passed by ill-informed idiots, failing 
to inform a sex partner you’re HIV-positive is a 
crime in many areas. There are people in prison 
today — mostly men, mostly black — for failing to 
disclose. These disclosure laws incentivize not 
knowing your status — you can’t be punished 
for not disclosing what you don’t know — putting 
everyone at higher risk. 

Why would he tell the truth? It’s possible he 
lied to you about his status — a lie he regarded as 
harmless thanks to his undetectable viral load — 
because he assumed this would be a hookup and 
nothing more. He wasn’t going to infect you and he 
wasn’t going to see you again. But after you two hit 
it off, DADT, he decided to tell you the truth right 
away instead of waiting weeks or months. 

The connection you describe is hard to find — 
this could be the start of something great — but 
the lie he told was big, yes, but understandable. 
I think he deserves credit for coming clean right 
away — and a second chance. 


You want to have sex five times a week, 
SPOUSE, you watch a lot of porn, and porn 
doesn’t replace sex for you. Isn’t it possible that 
it works the same way for your husband? He 
wants to have sex twice a week, he watches a lot 
of porn, porn doesn’t replace sex for him. Don’t 
assume your husband is having a wank every 
time he visits a porn site. Lots of people — men 
and women — like to take a quick peek at porn 
sites, get a little erotic charge, and then get on 
with whatever they’re doing without stopping 
everything to have a wank. 

That said, SPOUSE, I can certainly under- 
stand why you’re frustrated — you’re having 
a lot less sex than you’d like 
and you’re constantly feeling 
rejected — but blowing up about 
porn isn’t going to help any- 
thing. So what do you do with 
your feelings of frustration? 
Regarding frequency, SPOUSE, 
you directly address the issue 
with your husband and propose 
a low-stakes, low-pressure (and 
mutually pleasurable) compro- 
mise. Tell him you’d like to aim 
for three times a week, but put 
mutual masturbation on the 
table for that third time and/or the husband giv- 
ing you a masturbatory assist. He may not be up 
for PIV more than twice a week, but he may be 
up for crawling into bed with you and either hav- 
ing a wank with you or holding you and talking 
porny while you have a wank. 

As for your frustration around always initiat- 
ing, well, sometimes we have to accept the shit 
we cannot change. As the person with the higher 
libido in your relationship, SPOUSE, you may be 
stuck being the initiator. 

I’m a teenage girl and I’m really horny. I 
always think about sex, and I’d like to mas- 
turbate sometimes. I can’t live in this way, 
sometimes I feel physically and psychologically 
bad because of this terrible need to have sex or 
stuff. I’m single, and I don’t want to lose my vir- 
ginity with a random guy. I really need some 
advice from you! How can I masturbate or quit 
this exaggerated libido ? 

Don’t Reveal My Name 

Your libido is your libido, DRMN. It isn’t exagger- 
ated, it simply is. Some people have high libidos, 
some people have low libidos, some people have 
no libidos, and an individual’s libido can wax and 
wane and wax again over the years. You’re at the 
stage of life when people tend to be at their horni- 
est and consequently think about sex a lot. Women 
and girls, too. (Don’t let anyone tell you that 
women aren’t as horny as men — reread the last 
letter.) If you find yourself distracted by sexual 
thoughts, DRMN, masturbating can help — most 
people find they can concentrate on other things 
for at least an hour once they’ve rubbed one or two 
or three out. As for how you masturbate. . . 

Masturbate on your own or with a partner, 
in private, and whenever you feel the desire or 
need to. Enjoy! 



JOE NEWTON 


I want to fuck my 31-year-old husband more 
often than he wants to fuck me, his 27-year-old 
wife. We have been married for three years and 
together for four. My question is twofold: One, 
how do I gracefully accept his “no”? We have 
sex usually two times a week — I wish it was 
more like five — which means he turns me down 
two or three times a week. I want to be better at 
hearing “no” from him without getting upset. 
The more I freak out, the less likely he is to fuck 
me the next time I ask. It’s a bad cycle. Two, he 
watches porn every day. I know because I was 
naughty and snooped. I love porn and I watch 
a lot of it myself. But it doesn’t replace sex for 
me. Is there a conversation to be had about this? 
Should I just keep my mouth shut? I love him 
but I am so frustrated. 

Sincerely Perplexed Over 
Unwanted Sexual Energy 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: Filmmakers, 
lovers, wannabe porn stars, sex-positive folks, 
kinksters, and other creative types are invited to 
create short porn films — five minutes max — for 
HUMP! 2017, my dirty little film festival! HUMP! 
films can be hardcore, softcore, live-action, stop- 
motion, animated, musical, kinky, vanilla, straight, 
gay, lesbian, bi, trans, genderqueer — your film can 
be anything because everyone and everything is 
welcome at HUMP! For more information on sub- 
mitting a film — including info about the big cash 
prizes! — go to tinyurl.com/hump2017! 


On the Lovecast, Dan spars with rival advice 
columnist Minda Honey: savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD .1 Stranger Things To Do 



FILM 


They Live 


DON'T MISS 


| The reason why John Carpen- 
ter's They Live is so important today (it was 
made in 1988 and concerns a working-class 
man who discovers sunglasses that when 
worn reveal the world is ruled by aliens that 
want humans to mindlessly consume and pol- 
lute their planet — yes, just like the rich people 
in the real world) is it presents us with the 
big question: Do people really want to know 
the truth? Does Donald Trump's America 
even care about the truth? Would wearing 
special sunglasses that expose Trump to be a 
liar and exploiter even change their minds? 

By the look of things, the answer has to be 
no. They Live is still a great film, though. 
(Central Cinema, March 31 -April 4, 9:40 pm, 

$8 adv/$10 DOS, April 1-2, 4:10 pm, $5 adv/$7 
DOS) CHARLES MUDEDE 


We also recommend... 

Being John Malkovich: Central Cinema, 
Wed March 29, 9:40 pm, $1.99 
Donald Cried: Sundance Cinemas 
Family Circle: The Films of Yasujiro Ozu: 

Seattle Art Museum, Thurs March 30, $65, 
through May 18 

A Fanatic Heart: Geldof on Yeats: Folio: The 
Seattle Athenaeum, Fri March 31, 7 pm, $10 
The Films of Daichi Saito: Northwest Film 
Forum, Sat April 1, 8 pm, $12 
Get Out: Various locations 


Ghost in the Shell: Various locations 
I Am Not Your Negro: Varsity Theatre 
Junction 48: SIFF Film Center, Thurs March 
30, 6:30 pm, $12 

Kedi: SIFF Cinema Uptown & Guild 45th 
Lion: Various locations 
Logan: Various locations 

Magnificent Obsession: SIFF Film Center, 

Tues April 4, 7 pm, $14 

No Country for Old Men: Scarecrow Video, 

Thurs March 30, 7 pm, free 

Personal Shopper: SIFF Cinema Uptown & 

Sundance Cinemas 

Raiders of the Lost Ark: Central Cinema, 
March 3 1 -April 5 

The Salesman: SIFF Cinema Uptown 
Seattle Jewish Film Festival: SIFF Cinema 
Uptown & Stroum Jewish Community Center, 
through April 2 

The Sense of an Ending: Guild 45 th 
T2 Trainspotting: SIFF Cinema Uptown & 
Guild 45th 

Strike A Pose: Northwest Film Forum, 

March 29-30, 8 pm, $12 

Sunset Boulevard: Central Cinema, Wed 

March 29, 7 pm, $8 

A United Kingdom: Ark Lodge Cinema 
Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


ART 


Distant Light 


DON'T MISS 


| Distant Light is an interac- 
tive installation consisting of translucent 


fabric "walls" activated by wind current and 
backlit by a light source projecting slowly 
shifting multicolor gradients. The materials 
are simple, but the effect is one of immer- 
sion — an environment of rich, decadent 
color one can get lost in. Artist Sang Jun Yoo 
is a recent NYC transplant and current PhD 
candidate at the University of Washington's 
DXARTS program whose work engages the 
threshold between what is directly seen and 
what is perceived through processes of the 
mind that construct a congruent whole from 
snatches of sensory experience. In this case, 
the congruent whole is an opportunity for 
transcendence. (METHOD, Fri-Sat, noon-5 
pm, artist talk Thurs March 30, 6-8 pm, free, 
through April 15) EMILY POTHAST 

We also recommend... 

Akio Takamori: Apology/Remorse: James 
Harris Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through April 1 
Art of Resistance Part 2: Migration 
Now!: Retail Therapy, Tues-Sat, free, 
through April 1 

Bemis Arts Spring Show: The Bemis Building, 
Sat April 1,12-8 pm. Sun April 2, 12-6 pm, free 
Carolyn Gracz: Land Marks: Shift, Fri-Sat, 
free, through April 1 

Chuck Close Photographs: Henry Art Gal- 
lery, Wed-Sun, $10, through April 2 
Dan Attoe: New Drawings: Greg Kucera 
Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through April 1 
Dave Nelson: PATHS: Bridge Produc- 
tions, Thurs-Sat, free, through April 1 
Efrain Almeida: Trance: James Harris 


Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through April 1 

Marita Dingus: The Gathering: Traver Gal- 
lery, Tues-Sat, free, through April 2 
Susan Skilling: Paintings: Greg Kucera 
Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through April 1 
Swedish Crime Scenes: Nordic Heritage 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $8, through April 2 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


PERFORMANCE 


Seattle Fringe 
Festival 


DON'T MISS 


| Five years after its relaunch, 
the Seattle Fringe Festival is back with two 
weekends of surprisingly good/bad, offbeat 
theatrical performances. This ain't the Rep. 
This is where the new, raw, just-bubbled-up 
stuff is, which can be exciting! I'm pumped 
to check out Sara Porkalob's Dragonbaby, 
Dacha Theatre's Shakespeare Dice, Jeffrey 
Robert's The Gay Uncle Explains It All to You, 
Arson Nicki + Friends' Fringe Fest Is Such a 
Drag, Squatch Tanztheater's Hey, I'm Aver- 
age., Michael Washington Brown's BLACK!, 
and Troy Mink's The Midway Liar. ( Seattle 
Center Armory & Eclectic Theater, March 
30-April 1, $ 1 0-$ 1 5) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 

26 Miles: West of Lenin, Thurs-Sat, 8 pm, 

$20, through April 8 

Continued ► 
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THINGS TO DO ARM CULTURE 

Dry Powder: Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
Wed-Sun, $36, through April 15 
The Fog Machine Play: The Slate Theater, 
Fri-Sat & Tues, 7:30 pm, $15, through April 22 
Grounded: Seattle Public Theater, Thurs-Sat, 
7:30 pm, Sun, 2 pm, $23-$34, through April 16 
Made in Seattle: KT Niehoff: 12th Avenue 
Arts, March 31 -April 1, 8 pm, $18-$25 
Mamma Mia!: Paramount Theatre, March 
29-April 2, $25-$215 

Moisture Festival: Various locations, Wed- 
Mon, $20-$30, through April 9 
Yankee Pickney: Theater Schmeater, March 
3 1 -April 1, 8 pm, $27 

Yellow Fish // Epic Durational Per- 
formance Festival: Various locations, 
Wed-Sat, free, through April 8 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


READINGS & TALKS 


The Warmth of 
Other Suns with 
Isabel Wilkerson 


DON'T MISS 


| Isabel Wilkerson's The Warmth 

of Other Suns is the definitive history of the 
Great Migration of African Americans from 
South to North between 1915 and 1975. 
Reading the book changed my entire view of 
the United States of America. It made me un- 
derstand things I never understood before. 

It made me marvel at how much history gets 
lost between the bookends of slavery and 
the civil rights movement. Reading this book 
was like that drunken night when you finally 
get to know somebody, except the somebody 
is your country. And have you seen Jacob 
Lawrence's 60-panel Migration Series that 
tackles the same topic? YOU MUST. (Seattle 
Art Museum, Wed March 29, 7-8:30 pm, $10, 
standby only; free simulcast in Nordstrom 
Lecture Hall) JEN GRAVES 


We also recommend... 


much everyone everywhere in any dining 
situation, I cannot think of higher praise. The 
Studio Suppers series is a communal dinner 
served on the opening night of select On the 
Boards shows. It's inclusive of booze and all 
the other dining necessities, and the pricing 
is on a sliding scale ($25-$100), with the idea 
being to encourage poor artist types to come 
rub elbows with wealthy art patron types. 
This time, they'll be rubbing elbows over the 
brilliant culinary delights of Renee Erickson. 

I would like to be all cool and hip and totally 
jaded to Renee Erickson, because that sounds 
like something a truly hipster food writer 
would do, but it's impossible. She's a straight- 
up wizardess, and her name on the bill 
would be enough to bring me in. However, 
the show also looks awesome. It's a dance 
performance choreographed by Heather 
Kravas, called Visions of Beauty, that aims 
to challenge our notions of gender and bills 
itself as "punk in attitude, feminist in spirit, 
and deliberately anti-spectacle." Pair all 
that with copious amounts of wine — which 
is, again, included in your ticket price — and 
you've got the recipe for a very stimulating 
evening. (On the Boards, Thurs March 30, 6 
pm, $25-$ 1 00) TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 

We also recommend... 

7th Annual Plate of Nations: Rainier Val- 
ley, $1 5/$25, through April 9 
Burke NiteLife: Dinos on the Rocks: 

Burke Museum, Fri March 31, 6-8:30 pm, $15 
Guest Chef Night: Megan Coombes: 

FareStart, Thurs March 30, 5:30-8 pm, $29.95 
Hawaiian Dinner: Delicatus, Sat April 1, 
6:45-9 pm, $50 

Seattle Restaurant Week: Various loca- 
tions, Sun-Thurs, $32, through April 13 
Work Release 9: The Carlile Room, Fri 
March 31, 9 pm, $40 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


APRIL Festival: Hugo House, Sat April 1, 
noon-midnight, free 

Augusten Burroughs: Lust & Wonder: Uni- 
versity Book Store, Fri March 31,7 pm, free 
Chris Hayes: Town Hall, Wed March 29, 

7:30 pm, $5, standby only 

Elizabeth Gilbert: Moore Theatre, Fri 

March 31, 7:30 pm, $33 

Faith Erin Hicks and G. Willow Wilson: 

Elliott Bay Book Company, Tues April 4, 

7 pm, free 

Hannah Tinti with Laurie Frankel: Elliott 
Bay Book Company, Mon April 3, 7 pm, free 
Hida Viloria: Elliott Bay Book Company, Fri 
March 31, 7 pm, free 
Jenny Johnson and JM Miller: Open 
Books, Tues April 4, 7 pm, free 
National Geographic Live: The Mystery 
of Our Human Story: Benaroya Hall, Sun 
April 2, 2 pm, April 3-4, 7:30 pm, $26-$46 
Neil Gaiman: Benaroya Hall, Sun April 2, 

7 pm, sold out 

Rainy Day in Seattle: Part 4: Annex The- 
atre, March 31 -April 1, 7 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


7 Deadly Queens 


DON'T MISS 


| Since its debut last year (or 
possibly thousands of years ago in what the 
organizers steadfastly deny was an occult 
ceremony), Glitterbeast has reliably shocked, 
astounded, and bedazzled all who attend 
their explosive concussions of cabaret and 
drag. The latest show features an absolutely 
ingenious idea: The seven performers have 
been tasked with anonymously developing 
performances for each other, based on the 
seven deadly sins. They've been rehearsing 
for weeks, so by the time the curtain goes 
up, you'll be treated to a powerful infusion 
of lust, envy, sloth, pride, guttony, wrath, 
and whatever avarice is. Under normal condi- 
tions, Glitterbeast is impossible to predict, 
and with this new twist courtesy of visionary 
artist Jenna St. Croix, we may just be witness- 
ing the birth of a whole new movement. (But 
not, we are assured, a cult.) (Unicorn, Sun 
April 2, 7-10 pm) MATT BAUME 


We also recommend... 


FOOD & DRINK 


Studio Supper: 
Renee Erickson 


DON'T MISS 


"It is very rare that anyone 
has their phone out," Bethany Jean Clement 
once wrote of On the Boards' Studio Suppers 
series. Given the current behavior of pretty 


Arthaus 3.0: Rupaulooza!: Kremwerk, Sat 
April 1, 7 pm, $7/$9 

Dina Martina: Fine Avec Me: Re-bar, Fri- 
Sat, 8 pm. Sun, 2 pm, $22, through April 8 
Mimosas Cabaret: Unicorn, Sat-Sun, 1 pm, 
$25, through May 28, 21 + 

West End Girls: A Drag Extravaganza!: 
Skylark Cafe & Club, Fri March 31, 8 pm, 

$ 8 /$ 1 0 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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ON SALE NOW! 
APRIL 12 

NICOLAS JAAR 


APRIL 13 
YMF TOUR 

AB-SOUL 


SAT APRIL 15 

LIVE WIRE 

WITH LUKE BURBANK 

DAN SAVAGE I JESSI KLEIN 
ATTORNEY GENERAL BOB FERGUSON 
AYRON JONES (SOLO) 

APRIL 17 

PRESERVATION HALL 
JAZZ BAND 


APRIL 18 

RELEASE THE HOUNDS: 

AN ACOUSTIC EVENING WITH 

JULIAN LACE 
CHRIS ELDRIDCE 
AOIFE O’DONOVAN 

APRIL 19 

MOUNT EERIE 

LORI COLDSTON 

SAT APRIL 22 

GIORGIO MORODER 

APRIL 23 

DAKHABRAKHA 

APRIL 26 

DWEEZIL ZAPPA 

50 YEARS OF FRANK: DWEEZIL ZAPPA 
PLAYS WHATEVER THE F@%K HE WANTS 


FRI APRIL 28 

LUPE FIASCO 


MAY 8 

LAST PLACE TOUR 

GRANDADDY 

CAVEMAN 


FRI MAY 12 

THE MINIMALISTS 

SAT MAY 13 I EARLY SHOW 

CASPAR BABYPANTS 

SAT MAY 13 

TAPE FACE 


FRI MAY 19 

UHH YEAH DUDE 


SAT MAY 20 

W. KAMAU BELL 

j\)g ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 

A0 P ’ SAT JUNE 10 

BAG RAIDERS 

jog ! ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 

FRI JUNE 16 

LOW + MONO 

il)5J n i ON SALE NOW! 

il)0* SAT JUNE 24 

SUNYATA RECORDS 
SHOWCASE 

WITH AYRON JONES (ALBUM RELEASE) 

THE BARRETT MARTIN GROUP I VAUDEVILLE ETIQUETTE 
NOELLE TANNEN & THE FILTHY NO NOS 

jOg> ! ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 

JUNE 29 

ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 

ON SALE FRI 10AM 
JMD! FRI JULY 7 

FUNCH-A-MANIA 

RON FUNCHES 

1 \p}n] ON SALE FRI 10AM 

OCTOBER 2 

SAINT ETIENNE 


& 


ON SALE NOW! 


DIAMANDA GALAS I MAR 31 • NF I APR 7 
fc LBS #18: MITSKI I APR 8 • 21 SAVAGE I APR 16 M 

J DAVID CROSBY I MAY 3 •EIGHTH BLACKBIRD I MAY 4 T 

DREW HOLCOMB AND THE NEIGHBORS I MAY 5* GNASH I MAY 6 eJ 
AIMEE MANN I MAY 9 • ANDREW McMAHON IN THE WILDERNESS I MAY 10 
BLACKBEAR I MAY 28 • JUSTIN TOWNES EARLE I MAY 30 
JEAN-LUC PONTY I MAY 31 • POPTONE I JUNE 2 • GARY GULMAN I JUNE 8 
DAMIEN ESCOBAR I JUNE 9 • MICHAEL CHE I JUNE 23 
COWBOY JUNKIES I JULY 15 • SYLVAN ESSO I AUG 18 & 19 
HANSON I OCT 17 • TASH SULTANA I OCT 24 


A D E LT A 


- I - SEATTLE 
Cir THEATRE 
j|U GROUP 


Seattle (800) 745-3000 • STGPRESENTS.ORG I NEPllINC 


Tickets available at Ticketmaster.cc 



THU/MARCH 30fi 
FRl/MARCH 31 ■ 0PM 

the blind boys of 

_ * _ * 


alabama 


SAT/APfML 1 ■ 7PM SI*:-: 

MAO IJVE5AU9W RELEASE 
SHOW 

the maldives 

w/ naomi wachira 


SUm/APRIL 2 ■ • OPM 
yi 3 KSCS WELCOMES 

josejames 

w/ corey king 


THU/APRU.6 - 6P>- & 9PM 

vanessa carlton 

w/ tristen (6pm show only) 


FRI/APRIL 7 ‘ 3PM 

massy f erguson 

w/ sweet kiss momma 


SAT/APRIL 6 ■ 


w/ carsie blanton 


Hfisl - 4ft SrpMy souJ j h T bwvait^n 

wtdmu W/ fit*** 1 '■ 3 St pjejI 6t 
vHttc V tnM biifitifl ar Iscy irj'k 1 ^ 4 
- - 4 IS bnal HvA bind 

■ 4:16 ib* Tt'il fbitvqL w/ ^lfUs mcar-e 
■ htri*. JrnSOfl - td rfilfiilt ■ 

Udy riZD - 4/20 n.ir:"i Ed w/ fluv - i 

urihA ■ 7 : itw m wutLie 

foUntf - 4/2$ jm.'i 
* wllli# b ed fcli-aSt 1 w.' ih-Jita hr M 


musicquanum 


blues, booze, n r boogie! 
closed for a private 
event until 10pm jd 
hobsort the scotch tops 
brian nova jazz jam 
dosed 4/4 the black clouds 


TO GHsiatE Tk£ itITCAftMhiq! 

please arrive early 

boOtre a™ Li iiOWtt rtJtott- la aniyw 

Ul-MTS 'J BPth 

thetHpledoor.net 

21G UNION STREET, SEATTLE 
2M.83&4333 



A MUSLIM CHRISTIAN I0VE STMtY IN k TIME OF WAR 

A Muslim v^-irrior wom^in .ind , _ i Christen solder h n l»i In iov-\ um^wdieof 
MCh others f-irth When they mwl during a nighttime battle, they i^lL to 
fecogniiieenfi another. withtQiglt consequences. 

Based on Task's prints el n the Crusader The Combat combines works 
by Monteverdi and Couperin lo explore how diff ering cultural identities 
impact the live-s of two Lavers. Musical Direction by Stephen Stubbs. 

TUfetticW 

S^attLc dpnu Studios *00 ftutnw Hwth 
JDttiTT > -5 ++i n ■ ChXh ii 

c,,^.u..jmn r^u-«Jdi:Lni 



FTOVE 


SUNDAY 4/2 

CRACK 

STARVING WOLVES 
+ BAD COP, BAD COP 

WEDNESDAY 4/5 

SLEAFORD MODS 

PRIVATE ROOM 


THURSDAY 4/6 

BLACK JOE LEWIS & 
THE HONEYBEARS 

DAMS OF THE WEST 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY & NEUMOS.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THE BARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM 1 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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Noteworthy Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^f^SEAshows 



WEDNESDAY 3/29 


Nails, Toxic Holocaust, Gatecreeper, 
Bone Sickness 

(Neumos, all ages) Nails' grinding tempos, 
palm-muted breakdowns, and frothing rage 
will remind even the most jaded hardcore 
kid of the adrenaline kick from their first 
show. Last year's You Will Never Be One of 
Us found the band on a bigger label, but the 
bigger budget didn't diminish Nails' no-frills 
ferocity. On the downside, increased visibility 
meant more media coverage of vocalist/gui- 
tarist Todd Jones's online attacks at fans and 
critics over perceived slights. In a context-free 
scenario. Nails sound like an urgent lashing 
out at a corrupt world. But after reading 
Jones's threatening tweets toward "pussies" 
and people who "probably got bullied in 
school," the songs sound like the tantrums of 
someone who's upset with the results from 
google-searching their own band's name. This 
should be an amazing show — and perhaps 
an even better show if Nails see this preview 
beforehand. BRIAN COOK 

Elohim 

(Chop Suey, all ages) The narrative of hiding 
identity in plain sight enters into pop music 
fairly often, with major names like Sia and 
Lady Gaga obscuring their faces from their 
adoring hordes in a highly curated attempt 
at inviting mystery while securing (a false 
sense of) privacy. So when Elohim (Hebrew 
for "G-d") hides their face in a dark crop of 
hair or with varied animal masks, but unfolds 
their work to display a narrowed range of 
electro-emo-pop rattled by adolescence and 
societal constraints, it's nothing new. Yet they 
remain steady on a base level of intrigue 
simply because of their openness to pursue 
humor and growing pains honesty with 
regard to performance and personal anxiety 
in their work, especially with diamond-sharp 
tracks like "Hallucinating" and "She Talks 
Too Much," bolstered by synth pulsations and 
dark-irony-handclap styles of the mid to late 
00s. KIM SELLING 


Shana Falana, Senor Fin, Rainwater 

(Vera, all ages) On Kingston, New York, 
singer-songwriter Shana Falana's2011 mini 
album Velvet Pop, she comes off as La Luz's 
darker-hued sister, with her familiar, endear- 
ing garage-pop mannerisms and yearning 
vocals bathed in reverb. But with 201 2's In 
the Light, Falana enlisted Gareth Jones (Wire, 
Einsturzende Neubauten, Grizzly Bear) to 
produce, and you can hear her blossoming into 
one of those 4AD-ish grand dames of heart- 
trembling dream pop — somewhere between 
Heidi Berry and Cocteau Twins' Liz Fraser. Check 
out "Tragic" for a stunning example of Falana's 
considerable emotional range. The new Here 
Comes the Wave album continues to expand 
Falana's sound into a vessel of widescreen, 
Lush-like blissography, with assistance from 
drummer Mike Amari. Shocker: They're totally 
up to the daunting task of homaging the tidal 
glory of the Velvet Underground's "Ocean." 
DAVE SEGAL 


THURSDAY 3/30 


The Blind Boys of Alabama 

(Triple Door, all ages, March 30-31) The Blind 
Boys of Alabama are a long-running gospel 
vocal group who have been performing since 
1939! The original band got together at the 
Alabama Institute for the Negro Blind when 
they were still children. Tho' they mostly stuck 
to performing in the church for their first six 
decades, the Blind Boys of Alabama began an 
ascent into pop music in the early '00s when 
they racked up a Grammy, made TV appearanc- 
es, and their "Way Down in the Hole" was used 
as the theme for The Wire. As a result, they've 
dealt more in reverent anthems and hymns 
over the last couple decades, sorta updating 
their traditional black gospel sound, but keep- 
ing themselves close with Jesus. MIKE NIPPER 

DS-13, Endorphins Lost, Toecutter, Cujo 

(Highline) Though it's more often associated 
with the notable underground black- and 
death-metal bands it has produced, Sweden 
has a rich history in the world of hardcore 
punk. Bands like Anti-Cimex, Avskum, and Drill- 
er Killer paved the way for this sound in their 


country. From 1995 through 2002, Sweden's 
DS-13 — short for Demon System 13 — were a 
well-traveled band of DIY punks who kept the 
tradition going by playing an unapologetically 
fast, loud, and pissed-off brand of hardcore. 
After a 10-year hiatus, the band reemerged 
from their slumber in 2012 as an even stronger 
unit. KEVIN DIERS 


FRIDAY 3/31 


Diamanda Galas 

(Neptune, all ages) Avant-garde pianist/vocalist/ 
eccentricist Diamanda Galas is touring for only 
six dates behind her two new LPs, All the Way 
and At Saint Thomas the Apostle Harlem, and 
this is her first Seattle date in years. Galas rejects 
the goth label, despite an abrasively spooky 
musical output, a voice known to incite horror, 
and a #TradGoth pale-skinned/red-lipped/ 
dark-haired appearance. She says, "I am not 
a goth — I'm a Greek. . . Being a Greek is not a 
geographical reality, it's a spiritual reality. Greek 
people are always talking loud, they're scream- 
ing all the time, it's part of the culture that 
came up with Greek tragedy." The oft-frighten- 
ing narratives in Galas's work unfold as Greek 
tragedies themselves, with loss, revenge, blood, 
and guts to the forefront. This is a very rare 
chance to witness the reluctant queen of 1980s 
avant-goth piano theatrics, and the show is sold 
out, but fortunate ticket holders are in for the 
gloomiest of aural treats. BRITTNIE FULLER 

Oathbreaker, Khemmis, Jaye Jayle, 
Dust Moth 

(Highline) Oathbreaker's Caro Tanghe screams 
with all the emotive conviction of the Blood 
Brothers or At the Drive-In. Her backing band, 
though, sounds as much like a Scandinavian 
black-metal band as they do an American 
scream outfit (naturally, they're from Bel- 
gium). Their last record, Rheia, was a sleeper 
hit in both the extreme-metal and punk- 
underground scenes, but so was Hunted, the 
sophomore album by Colorado doomsters 
Khemmis, who are playing second to last. Their 
mixture of Candlemass's elegiac epics with Iron 
Maiden's twin-guitar harmonies and even a 
little Black Sabbath stomp makes their music a 


new, delicious flavor wrought from overabun- 
dant ingredients. JOSEPH SCHAFER 

Cosmin TRG, Jonny Romero, 

Tyler Morrison, Eugene Fauntleroy, 
Ctrl_Alt_Dlt & Roddimus 

(Kremwerk) Axiom: If a Berlin-based Romanian 
techno producer is coming to town, you go. 
Romania has become a hotbed of cool minimal 
techno, and Berlin is the techno capital of the 
world, so you do the math. Cosmin TRG brings 
a distinctive experimental mischievousness to 
the oft ultra-serious realm of underground 
techno. For instance, on "Twilight Riddim" he 
interpolates elements from Marius Constant's 
theme to Rod Serling's TV show The Twilight 
Zone into a chilling bunker anthem. Going 
back to 2010, Cosmin TRG's catalog bursts with 
such hallucinogenic journeys to the edge of 
your insanity, often laced with dubstep-like 
heavy bass pressure. All of which makes him 
the ideal headliner for the ninth anniversary 
party of the Sweatbox crew, one of Seattle's 
premier champions of unconventional late- 
night techno. DAVE SEGAL 

Blockhead, the Hood Internet, 

Onry Ozzborn, Alison Baker, Pressha 

(Nectar) Party like it's 2007 as MP3 blog vet- 
erans the Hood Internet celebrate their 10th 
anniversary alongside renowned indie-hiphop 
producer Blockhead. The Hood Internet are 
Chicago-based DJs ABX and STV SLV, whose 
shared love of mash-up maven Girl Talk led 
to them creating their own productions that 
paired indie-rock instrumentals from the likes 
of Battles and Feist with a cappellas by Los 
and TLC. After releasing a slew of mixtapes 
featuring their signature productions, the duo 
dropped their debut album in 2012 and then 
last year's FEAT. In addition to their feel-good 
songs, the Hood Internet are known for their 
exuberant live sets. Joining the rambunctious 
duo is Cincinnati's Blockhead (born James 
Anthony Simon), who made his name as the 
primary beatsmith for Aesop Rock and helped 
to shape the sound of El-P's taste-making label 
Definitive Jux. Blockhead branched out with 
his solo debut album, the instrumental Music 

Continued ► 
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COMING UP NEXT 



+ AIRE ATLANTICA 


SUNDAY 4/2 

LEFTOVER CRACK 

STARVING WOLVES + BAD COP, BAD COP 
WEDNESDAY 4/5 

SLEAFORD MODS 

PRIVATE ROOM 
THURSDAY 4/6 

BLACK JOE LEWIS 
& THE HONEYBEARS 

DAMS OF THE WEST 
THURSDAY 4/13 

LESBIAN (FINAL SHOW) 

HE WHOSE OX IS GORED + LB.! + DANGG 
SUN. 4/16 & MON. 4/17 

OF MONTREAL 

CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER’S IEPETO 
SOLUTIONS + BEN VARIAN 

TUESDAY 4/18 

GOIDED BY VOICES 

SLOUCHER 

THURSDAY 4/20 

COSMOS 

ROMARO FRANCESWA + PARIS ALEXA 
+ LUNA GOD (DJ SET) 


BJIQBOZJI 

COMING UP NEXT 


THURSDAY 3/30 

[DAT 

COLORWORKS + JOYFIELD 


FRIDAY 3/31 

NICK WEAVER 

RUNG FOO GRIP + TOPE 


TUESDAY 4/4 

METHYL ETHEL 

VORHEES 


FRIDAY 4/7 

JACQUES GREENE 


SATURDAY 4/8 

COSMONAOTS 
+ THE MOLOCHS 


WEEKLY FRIDAYS, SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY 
NEUMOS.COMlTHEBARBOZA.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THEOAROOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEAHLE.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 



Wed 3/29 

KEXP WO’POP PRESENTS 

RED BARAAT 

GANAVYA 

DJ ANJALI & THE INCREDIBLE KID 

8PM $ 1 5/$20 


Fri 3/31 

LEGENDARY DIRTY OLD ONE MAN BAND 

SCOTT H BIRAM 


JESSE DAYTON 
ALIEN KNIFE FIGHT 


9PM $14/$ 16 


Sun 4/02 

AUSTIN INDIE FOLKERS 

THE WIND 
+ THE WAVE 

ALLISON PIERCE, HALEY JOHNSEN 

8PM $12/$ 15 


Thurs 4/6 

GRAMMY WINNER 

TIM O’BRIEN 

WITH GUESTS 

(SEATED SHOW) 8PM $25 

Fvi 4/7 

EXPERIMENTAL PIANO ROCK 

MARCO 
BENEVENTO 

THEORETICS, WYNDHAM 
9PM $15 / $18 



life f 3/30 LAITH AL-SAADI 4/1 SERA 
I it CAHOONE 4/4 AUSTIN ELEY & THE 
r n '■ HOMESCHOOLERS 4/5 COHO 4/8 
La : ^ NITE WAVE 4/9 LINCOLN DURHAM 


FOLLOW US ON FB, - , 
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


L www.t_ract ort avern.com . 
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TIGS TO DO MUSIC 


by Cavelight (on legendary London label Ninja 
Tune), in 2004. Since then, he's released several 
follow-up efforts, including 201 4's Bells and 
Whistles while producing for Open Mike Eagle 
and Murs. If you like your rap of the party vari- 
ety, then this is the hot ticket. NICK ZURKO 

Undertones featuring Erin Jorgensen 

(Resonance at SOMA Towers, all ages) No, not 
the Northern Irish band Undertones — though 
you should check them out, too! This is sup- 
posed to be a transmission from outer space 
broadcast directly to your subconscious mind. 
With all the obvious reasons to dig on anyone 
claiming to be from outer space ("Bugger all 
down here on Earth," as someone on Monty 
Python opined), add several to the list — Erin 
Jorgensen on a five-octave vibraphone, Cristina 
Valdes on piano, Petra Zanki from Croatia on 
visuals, "music curation," whatever that might 
mean, from composer James Holt. The aliens 
may or may not tell us to send more Chuck 
Berry. They may or may not want to demolish 
Earth to build a bypass. Hope. Pray if you're 
into that. Lock in the dial. ANDREW HAMLIN 


SATURDAY 4/1 


Moon Hooch, Willdabeast, Deadly D 

(Nectar) Moon Hooch are a Brooklyn trio with 
a rather distinctive instrumental lineup and 
a sound that they've dubbed "cave music," 
like house music but "more wild, more jag- 
ged, more free, more natural to live in." 
(There are also some post-jazz, alt-rock, and 
indietronic influences in there, too.) James 
Muschler keeps the driving, mostly dance- 
able beats steady while his bandmates juggle 
horns, trading off on experimental support 
and John Zorn-like solos. Mike Wilbur (tenor 
sax, synths, occasional vocals) and Wenzl 


McGowen (tenor and baritone sax, contrabass 
clarinet, tubes, electronic wind instrument 
synthesizer) are pretty epic showman, too; 
they don't just play, they writhe and rage 
across the stage, and have a knack for 
wringing unrecognizable noises from their 
respective instruments. LEILANI POLK 

Noothgrush, Nepenthes, Wilt, Fetid 

(Highline) Trigger warning: I'm a dabbler with 
modern metal. Stranger freelancers like Brian 
Cook, Joseph Schafer, and Kevin Diers know 
much more about the genre than I do, but 
every so often I like to dip a toe into metal's 
fetid ocean and see what beneficial damage 
can be wrought. Typically I go for the sludge 
and stoner subgenres, especially if the acts ax 
the vocals. Which brings us to Oakland sludge- 
trudgers Noothgrush, who feature a dude 
growling in moderate agony over severely 
down-tuned guitars that conjure thoughts of 
mastodons stomping in tar pits, all accentu- 
ated by what could be explosions in cymbal 
factories. The abovementioned metal experts 
surely can cite heavier, more menacing bands 
than Noothgrush, but to my dilettantish ears, 
these Bay Area behemoths sound like ultra- 
competent nightmare-inducers. Wallow in 
their admirable mire. DAVE SEGAL 


SUNDAY 4/2 


Desiigner, Rob Stone, 

Ski Mask the Slump God, i6yrold 

(Showbox, all ages) Brooklyn native Sidney 
Royel Selby III has already lived the dream of 
every teenage rapper. After finding a grime- 
sounding trap beat he liked on YouTube 
(made by UK producer Menace), Selby, as 
Desiigner, wrote the song "Panda" and put 
it online. Just two months later, he signed to 


Kanye West's GOOD Music, and a remixed 
version of his song appeared on West's The 
Life of Pablo. The fact that Desiigner is just 
the latest young NYC rapper to sound like 
he's from anywhere but New York, and the 
fact that "Panda" was a bald-faced Fu- 
ture pastiche (so much so that many were 
convinced it was a new Fuch single) hasn't 
seem to dull Desiigner's shine any. Since then, 
he's swayed more hearts and minds with the 
catchy dirge "Timmy Turner," and become 
a living meme known for performing like 
an electrified Muppet. "That's Desiigner." 
LARRY MIZELL JR. 


MONDAY 4/3 


Regina Spektor 

(Paramount, all ages) I've always suspected 
something deeply freaky going on behind Re- 
gina Spektor's forehead, but so far she's only 
dropping hints, which may, indeed, shoot out 
more powerfully for being repressed. The new 
album, Remember Us to Life, has bleeding 
hearts and the oft-repeated line "'Enjoy your 
youth' sounds like a threat" followed by her 
insistence that she's going to do that anyway. 
"Who on earth would give this lovely lady a 
dislike?" asked a disbelieving voice on You- 
Tube. "Taylor Swift fan," concluded another. 

I'd like to live in a world where Taylor Swift 
fans and Regina Spektor fans are not enemies. 

I can escape, for a while, into a Regina Spektor 
world where every note shines Brill Building 
catchy, yet still drips anxiety, fear, and forti- 
tude. ANDREW HAMLIN 


TUESDAY 4/4 


Tinariwen, Dengue Fever 

(Benaroya Hall, all ages) A performance by 


Tinariwen will transport you to the wind- 
swept sands of the Sahara Desert. Rooted 
in blues, rock, and Afropop, their music 
incorporates exotic Berber and Arabic influ- 
ences, their mix of guitars, bass, percussion, 
and handclaps are carried by a chorus of 
male voices crooning, chanting, and howling 
harmonies in a language you won't know 
but will feel deeply in your soul. The group's 
members are former Tuareg rebels who came 
together in 1979 to make music while living 
as refugees in Algeria. They returned to their 
home in Mali in the 1990s after a cease-fire 
and continued to play together, though they 
didn't release their first album until 2001 . 

Six LPs and a Grammy Award have followed, 
including this year's Elwan, recorded in tents 
that were set up in a southern Morocco oasis. 
LEILANI POLK 

Methyl Ethel, Voorhees 

(Barboza) What do you expect an Australian 
band on 4AD to sound like? The Birthday 
Party? Uh, no. Not in 2017. Rather, what 
Perth's Methyl Ethel create is a much smooth- 
er and more accessible brand of rock. The 
band's 201 5 debut full-length. Oh Inhuman 
Spectacle, peddles mildly downbeat spangly 
rock that you can imagine being piped into 
thousands of Starbucks units without causing 
patrons to look up from their electronic de- 
vices. The new Everything Is Forgotten bears a 
precision-tooled, radio-friendly patina over its 
conventionally pretty electro-rock structures. 
Even when Methyl Ethel cop the crisp, fat 
beat from Gary Glitter Band's "Rock and Roll 
Pt. 2" for "Ubu," the slick production and the 
musicians' restraint diminish the thrill, though 
the refrain "Why'd you have to go and cut 
your hair" conveys a poignant universal mes- 
sage. DAVE SEGAL 


PIGHLINj; 

Thursday, March 30 

DS-13 

Endorphins Lost, 

Toecutter, 

Cujo 

9 PM $8- $10 

Friday, March 31 

OATHBREAKER 
Khemmis 
Jaye Jayle, 

Dust Moth 

9 PM $12- $14 

Saturday, April 1 

NOOTHGRUSH 

NEPENTHES 

Wilt, 

Fetid 

9 PM $13- $15 

Sunday, April 2 

LOUDMOUTH CUNTS - 
STANDUP COMEDY 

7 PM $5 
Sunday, April 9 

PLEASURES 
Quid Quo, 

Merso 

9 PM $10- $12 

Tuesday, April 11 

SCHEISSE MINNELLI 
BadXmouth 
Smoker’s Cough 

9 PM $8 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 



SEA MONSTER live music 

TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 10pm, 
opening band 8pm $5 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live rare soul 9:30pm $5 

AQUA SOUL THURSDAYS 

Live Soul Music 
Ladies in free 9:30pm $5 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 

DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 

700 FUNK SATURDAYS 

Opening band 8pm $10 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 10AM 

^ LIVE JAZZ 12-2, 21+ @ 10PM ^ 

//SCRATCH BAR FOOD and\\ 
lA HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY // 

2202 N 45th St * Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 
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JUAN DE 
MARCOS 



AND THE AFRO-CUBAN 
ALL STARS 


I 
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THE MOORE THEATRE 
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(DOORS 


call: ( 206 l 3 IS -8064 



with special guests 


ENCORE 

PERFORMANCE! 

APRIL 9 THE PARAMOUNT 


(Kim MS- 3000 ^ SIGPRISBHS ORE 

UchDTl tvillobk il 1V4«' “ailM Mill 


iDElTA 








UPROAR 

COMEDY 

PRESENTS 
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DOMAN 


Live Album Recording 
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THIN T DO MUSIC 


The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended @= All Ages 


WED 3/29 


CENTRAL SALOON An 

Evening with Thieves Of 
Sunrise, 9 pm-midnight, $5 
CROCODILE Alina Baraz 
with IAMNOBODI, 9 pm, 
$ 20/$22 

© EL CORAZON Red, 
Wolves at the Gate, 

Message From Sylvia, Death 
Therapy, Valadares, 8 pm, 
$17/$20 

©THEFUNHOUSE Lethal 
Injektion, 7 pm, $8/$10 
HIGH DIVE Post Rapture 
Party, Deer Venom, Kid 
Leather, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHLINE Kite, Abby 
Death, Blakk Glass, 9 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 5 

HIGHWAY 99 Acoustic Blues 
with John "Gray Hound" 
Maxwell, Jon Parry, and Guy 
Quintino, 8 pm, $7 
NECTAR The Werks with 
Brothers Gow, 8 pm, 

$10/$15 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE 

Locash with Ryan Follese, 

8 pm, $20/$23.50 
RENDEZVOUS Randy 
Mcallister, 9 pm, $22 
SEAMONSTER Westsound 
Deep Funk Club, Last 
10 pm 

SUBSTATION SoulSuckerz 
with The Hoyer Brothers, 

8 pm, $8 

SUNSET TAVERN Po' 

Brothers, Quiet Oaks, 
Dangerbird, 9 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Red 
Baraat, Ganavya, DJ Anjali 
& the Incredible Kid, 

8 pm, $15 

© TRIPLE DOOR Jon 

McLaughlin, 7:30 pm, 
$17/$20 

1 1X+A 

JAZZ ALLEY Davina & The 
Vagabonds, 7:30 pm, $27.50 

e n 

★ LOVECITYLOVE 

LOVECITYLOVE X 
WEDNESDAYS, 8-11 pm, 
$5/$10 

Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: Flava 
D & Youngsta, 9 pm- 

2 am, $11 


THURS 3/30 


BARBOZA Biddadat, 
Colorworks, Joyfield, 

8 pm, $8 

★ BLACK LODGE Lisa 
Prank and Dogbreth Tour 
Kick-Off with Tool and So 
Bad, 8-11 pm, $5-$10 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Quiet, Ghost Vessels, Happy 
Heartbreak, 9 pm, $7 
CENTRAL SALOON Dirty 
Outs, Janitors Of Chaos, Red 
Money, 9 pm, $5/$8 
CHOP SUEY Maszer, Flaural, 
Spirit Award, 8 pm, $10 
THE CLOUD ROOM The 
Tilson Sessions, Vol. 3: The 
Seshen, 7 pm, $10 

★ © COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER Smokepurpp, Lil 
Pump, DJ Rojas, DJ Camgirl, 
DJ House Phone: No Jumper 
Tour, 8 pm, $20-$50 
CONOR BYRNE Christy 
McWilson and the West 
Seattle Two, Terry Lee Hale, 
Guests, 8 pm, $8 

EL CORAZON That 1 Guy, 

9 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 5 

© FREMONT ABBEY Anna 
Freedman, Ings, Good 
Quiver: Big Plans EP Release 
Party, 8 pm, $8/$13 


★ THE FUNHOUSE The 

Spits, Phantom Tank, Drug 
Church, Super Whatevr, 

8:30 pm-1 am, $10/$15 
HIGHWAY 99 Moxie, 

8 pm, $7 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Ruben 
Studdard, 7:30 pm, $35.50 
NECTAR Dumpstaphunk 
with Polyrhythmics Horns 
and Ethan Tucker Band, 8 
pm-1 am, $20/$25 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE Biffy 
Clyro with O'Brother, 8 pm, 
$23.50 

RENAISSANCE SEATTLE 
HOTEL RStage Presents: 
Mike Stafford Trio, 6 pm, 
free 

© SHOWBOX Greensky 
Bluegrass with Cris Jacobs, 

8 pm, $24.99/$27 

© STUDIO SEVEN Despised 
Icon, Carnifex, Fallujah, 
Rings Of Saturn, Lorna 
Shore, 6 pm, $18/$20 
SUBSTATION Burley Boys, 
Trippin' In Heels, Crown 
Villains, The New Method 
Blasters, 8 pm, $8 

★ SUNSET TAVERN Bod, 
Everyone Is Dirty, Honey 
Moon Tree, 9 pm, $8 

★ TRACTOR TAVERN Laith 
Al-Saadi, 7:30 pm, $20 

© VERA PROJECT Town 
Talk Live, 7 pm, $15 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca, 

9 pm-midnight, free 

© TULA’S The Boxwell/ 
Feldman Group, 7:30 pm, 
$12 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Casey MacGill, 

5:30 pm, free 

un 

BALTIC ROOM The Party of 
Ice and Fire, 9 pm- 
1:30 am, $15 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, free 

RE-BAR Noche Flamenca, 
7:30 pm-12:30 am, 
$17.50/$20 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA HALL 

Dausgaard Conducts 
Rachmaninov, 7:30 pm, 
$ 22-$122 


FRI 3/31 


BARBOZA Nick Weaver, 
Kung Foo Grip, TOPE, 7- 
10 pm, $10 

CENTRAL SALOON Brass 
Monkeys with Guests, 

9 pm-2 am, $7/$10 
© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Concert Imaginaire, 
8 pm, $5-$1 5 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

The Revolution Will Be 
Harmonized with Kore 
lonz, Whitney Monge, & 
Cameron Lavi-Jones, 

7 pm, $20 

CONOR BYRNE Memphis 
Radio Kings, Matt Hopper 
& The Roman Candles, The 
Crying Shame, 9 pm, $8 
© CROCODILE Colony 
House: Only The Lonely 
Tour, 8:30 pm, $15/$ 18 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Purr 
Gato, Denim Protege, Emily 
McVicker, 9 pm, $7 
© EL CORAZON Super 
Geek League, Butt Dial, 

Raw Dogs, Wanderlust 
Circus, Wreckless Freeks, 8 
pm, $20/$25 

© FREMONT ABBEY The 

Righteous Mothers with 
Alicia Healey, 8 pm, $20/$25 

HARD ROCK CAFE The 


Gruv: A Night of Sound, 

Sips, and Style, 8:30 pm- 

1 am, $15-$30 

HIGH DIVE Maiden Seattle 
with Seattle Steel, 8 pm, 

$ 8 /$ 1 2 

HIGHWAY 99 The Nick 
Schnebelen Band, 8 pm, $17 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Ruben 
Studdard, 9:30 pm, $35.50 

★ © KEYARENA Game 
of Thrones Live Concert 
Experience, 8 pm, $35.50- 
$95.50 

LO-FI Truth To Power #2: 
Katie Kate, The Ringers, 
Sharon Williams, 8 pm- 

2 am, $10 

NEUMOS Zveri, 8 pm, $65 
Q NIGHTCLUB Bakermat, 

10 pm-2 am, $16 

★ © SHOWBOX Clean 
Bandit with Starley, 7:30 
pm, $24.75/$26.75 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
KLAW, Maklak, Burnseer, 

9 pm, $8 

SUBSTATION SGB, Box the 
Oxford, Critte, Bad Beaches, 

8 pm, $10 
SUNSET TAVERN 
Heatwarmer, Great Spiders, 
Star Anna, 9 pm, $10 
TRACTOR TAVERN Scott 

H. Biram with Jesse Dayton 
and Alien Knife Fight, 

9 pm, $14 

★ © VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
IN EVERETT Fisherman's 
Village Music Festival, 
$25/$35 

VICTORY LOUNGE 

Moments, American Pinup, 
Aloha Mars, In Reverie, 

9 pm, $5/$8 

© W SEATTLE W Live: The 
Raven & The Writing Desk, 
Scarlet Parke, Leava, 

6:30 pm, free 

IFiVU 

EGAN’S JAM HOUSE 

Julie Cascioppo and 
John Engerman, Angie 
Louise and Arnaldo! 

Drag Chanteuse, 9 pm, 

$1 5/$20/$25 

LATONA PUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 
TULA’S Stephanie Porter 
Quintet, 7:30 pm, $18 

un 

★ BALTIC ROOM Juicy, $10 
BARBOZA Famous Fridays: 
Drake & Friends, 10:30 

pm, free 

CENTURY BALLROOM Red 

Dress Party 2017, 8 pm- 
1:30 am, $75+ 

CHOP SUEY Beyonce vs. 
Rihanna Tribute Party, 

9 pm, $15 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 

★ RE-BAR Sugar and Spice, 

10 pm-3 am, $10 
TIMBRE ROOM Slick 
Shoota, Tom Kha Soup, 
Justin Hartinger, Nofux 
Gibbons, N So, 10 pm-3 am 
VERMILLION Dance Floor 
Feelings, 9:30 pm, By 
Donation 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA HALL 

Dausgaard Conducts 
Rachmaninov, noon, $22- 
$122; ★ Art For Arts' Sake, 
7:30 pm, $21.50-$36.50 


SAT 4/1 


★ BARBOZA Dave B's 
Birthday with Mello Papi, 
Beeba, Reed of Beat 
Connection, 7 pm, $15 
BLACK LODGE Cross 
Stitched Eyes, Deathraid, 


Arcane, Gun & the 
Asbestos, 9 pm, $5-$ 1 0 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Weener with Stay Tuned, 

9 pm, $7 

CONOR BYRNE The 

Foghorns, Tekla Waterfield, 
Quiet Oaks, 9 pm, $8 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Insect 
Man, Velveteen Lotharios, 
Del Vox, Pleasure Island, 

9 pm, $8 

EL CORAZON The Blasters, 
Clownvis Presley, The 
Tripwires, 8 pm, $18/$20 
© THE FUNHOUSE He Is 
We, Kenny Holland, Rookie 
Of The Year, Allred, 8 pm, 
$13/$ 15 

HARD ROCK CAFE 

Snapchat Streaks, 6 pm- 
1:30 am, $15-$50 
HIGH DIVE Buzz Brump, 
Quinn & The Together 
Collective, Mts. & Tunnels, 

8 pm, $8/$ 1 2 

HIGHWAY 99 Dudley Taft, 

8 pm, $17 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Ruben 
Studdard, 9:30 pm, $35.50 
THE KRAKEN BAR & 
LOUNGE Pink Muscles, Rile, 
Power Skeleton, Voycheck, 

9 pm-2 am, $7 
LUCKY LIQUOR It Gets 
Worse, The Replicators, The 
Slags, The Remnants, 

7 pm, $5/$8 

NEUMOS Hotel Garuda, 
Wingtip, Aire Atlantica, 

8 pm, $15 

RENDEZVOUS Molly Venter 
& Goodnight Moonshine, 
5:30 pm, $10; Puget Sound 
Live: International Edition, 

9 pm, $10 

© THE ROYAL ROOM 

Shout Out! Seattle, 5-8 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

© SHOWBOX sodo Tech 
N9ne, 8:30 pm, $28/$30 
© showbox Rebel 
Souljahz with Eli Mac, 

8:30 pm, $22/$25 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Sleeping Planet, Professor 
Sweater, Corey & the Tribe, 

9 pm-midnight, $7 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Stoned Evergreen Travelers 
with Dead Man, 9 pm, $7 
SNOQUALMIE CASINO 
Great White with Slaughter, 

8 pm, $20-$45 

SOLE REPAIR Planned 
Parenthood Benefit 
Concert: Ravenna String 
Quartet, 7:30-9:30 pm, $20+ 
SUBSTATION Capacitor 
Records: Basment Sessions 3 
& 4 Record Release Show, 

9 pm-2 am, $10/$ 15 

★ SUNSET TAVERN "The 
Rolling Stones" A Tribute 
Band, Boyfriends, Select 
Level, 9 pm, $12 
TIMBRE ROOM Squall 
Pledge Drive, 7-10 pm, $5 

★ TRACTOR TAVERN Sera 
Cahoone, Annie Ford Band, 
Kevin Large, 9 pm, $15 

★ © VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
IN EVERETT Fisherman's 
Village Music Festival, $25/$35 
© WAMU THEATER 

Bring Me The Horizon, 
Underoath, Beartooth, 

7-11 pm, $32 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE The Tarantellas, 

6-9 pm, free 

un 

CROCODILE BollyGrooves: 
Holi, 9 pm-2 am, $15-$92.50 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 
KREMWERKSIN, 10 pm, $5; 
Arthaus 3.0: Rupaulooza!, 7 



} 206.866.2009 


1.877,510.3344 


FREE TRIAL ! 1 



THU 3/30 6PM 


FALLUJAH / RINGS OF SATURN / 
LORNA SHORE 


TUE 4/4 7PM 

KATATONIA 

CASPIAN /UNCURED 


WED 4/5 6:30PM 

I SEE STARS 

ECHOS / 1 AM INFAMY / BLACKSKY 


THU 4/6 6:30PM 

THE BROWNING 

THE LAST TEN SECONDS OF LIFE / 
BLESSING A CURSE / PURE EARTH 


SAT 4/8 6PM 

ANGELMAKER 

FALSIFIER / EXTORTIONIST / FILTH / REEV0LUTI0N 


SAT 4/15 7:30PM 
ANDRE NICKATINA 
(BIRTHDAY PARTY) W/ 

DA JNX / TOXIC LEAF / DEADLY POETS / REKLEZ / 
FIZZ AND CELESTINO / TYCOON 




QYICHQIQ / 

BENEATH A DYING SUN THE 

DIRTBALL KING LIL G DAWN 
OF ASHES B00ND0X/ BLAZE / 

YA DEAD HOME DEAD HORSE 
TRAUMA GIRLS NIGHT OUT 


GET OUT OF THE COLD 
AND HANG WITH US 



mih - mi;: iPM to iim 

Fill - Sl‘\: JIPH 111 2.IU 


PONYSEAmE.COM 



LEARN TO DANCE! 


NEW SESSION STARTS WEEK OF APR 2 
SCHEDULE 6 REGISTRATION ONLINE 
CENTURY BALLROOM 

915 E FINEST ■ CEH TUR.YB ALLHDD U.CDM 
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MINUS THE BEAR 




iPflL II 


BREENSKY 

BLUEGHASS 

wirth CEI5- JACOBS 


MARCH 10 *KK*PM 


REBEL 

SDULJAHZ 

wilh Ell MAE 


APUlLi I i5A*M 


UV1 iOhiC P JCUC 14 A U<0>hMX MI9IHT: 

THE DAMNED 

WlfcNAMHIt 


A PH3L 14 ll^«m 



willi AMINS? TNI <U*AfNT - 
WITH CONFIDENCE t DON BROCO 


APWl 17 7lMPM 


DESIIDNEfl m 2 * TORTOISE 


Wihh ROE STOWE - SKI MASK THE 
SLUMP GOD + 14yhoio 

AHHL1 B:MPM 


THE TEA 
PARTY 


Willi mi* (MSI MILE 


APRIL 71 llWPM 



AMIL4 6: if PM 


wilh VMti* OUEEh 


Jif'EIL 


A LESSON IN ROMJlH 11( $ 

1DTH AKNIVERSART TOUR 

MATDAYPARADE 

-riih KNIKKlE flKKf MILISTOWI? 


APRIL 1 2 



wilh THUN&FRPUESY 


mat P3^i? 


SHOWBOX SODO 


17*4 PlftlT AWH Hi iOUfH 


THURSDAY UMEY JOHNSON 


AaSEmIh T+ EdutKL AMdiL 
+ CHHSAVIV 

AP*luI~ AWH 



AWL It 


>.;r> MJ I r.p PI-HTF J I9|N1 nil 
MAYf 7Mm 


ALT lOfl.? PRESENTS 

EVERCLEAR 

lh VERTICAL hORIZGN + FA SHALL 
MAT 17 ti^ 


HOGGING MOLLY BUIE OCTOBER 


*4lhTHIWHDI BUFFALO 


MAY 4 BdOOPM 


MAY 14 B;MPM 


Get tickets at 

OR GALL 8&B-929-7B49 


axs xom j$ssg 

SHOWBOXPRE5ENTS.COM 



f, (800> 745-3DQ0 - STGPHEStMTS.OHS 
I* Y Tickets mibli M Tltkeliiisilcr (Wfli 


A UE LTA 



4/2 

SUNDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Envy on the Coast 

Tennis System, 0XYM0RR0NS All ages 


4/3 

MONDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

The Bronx 

Dave Hause All ages 


4/4 

TUESDAY 


4/4 

TUESDAY 




The Crocodile & Nylon Music Tour Present:: 

Powers & James Hersey 
@ Chop Suey 

NickLeng All ages 

The Crocodile Presents:: 

Susto @ The Sunset 

Cat Clyde 21 and over 




Sat 5/27 

FLYNT FLOSSY 
AND TURQUOISE 
JEEP 



Wed 6/28 

m 

(CHKCHKCHK) 


4/5 FLOATING POINTS 4/6 CUSTOMS GOODBYE 4/7 GANJA WHITE NIGHT 4/8 WIRE 4/10 TWIN PEAKS / HINDS 
4/11 FKJ 4/12 XTX 4/13 LA FONDA 4/14 IRON DRAGON 4/15 BOOMBOX 4/18 MONA 4/18 K.I.D & CUPCAKKE 
4/19 4/21 SAN FERMIN 4/23 EMILY KING 4/25 THE WEDDING PRESENT 4/27 ALLISON CHAINS 

4/28 SOFI TUKKER 4/29 DEVIN THE DUDE 5/6 SON VOLT 5/11 PRINCESS NOKIA 5/19 FORTUNATE YOUTH 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM ★ 
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THINGS TO DO 

The Best of the Rest of the Music 


pm, $7/$9 

LO-FI Still III vs Rollin Old 
School DJs, 9 pm, $7 
RE-BAR Night Crush, 

10:30 pm-3 am, $0-$20 
TACOMA DOME Bass 
Academy, 8 pm 
W SEATTLE W Live: Action 
Jackson & Chocolate 
Chunk, 9:30 pm-1:30 am, 
free 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA HALL © The 

Baltimore Consort: Food 
of Love, 7:30 pm, $26- 
$46; Dausgaard Conducts 
Rachmaninov, 8 pm, 

$22-$ 122; Elgar's Enigma 
Variations, 2 pm, $20/$30 
MCCAW HALL 0 Annual 
Children's Concert, 2 pm, 
free; ★ © Born This Way: 
Seattle Men's Chorus, 

8 pm, $25-$75 


SUN 4/2 


BARBOZA J-Nasty, Mo $$, 
Ramos, Quincy James, 

8 pm, $10 

★ CHOPSUEY Gostwith 
CUFF LYNX, 8 pm, $12 
CROCODILE Envy On 
The Coast, Tennis System, 
OXYMORRONS, 8 pm, $15 
© EL CORAZON So 

This Is Suffering, Signs 
of the Swarm, A World 
Without, Groundfeeder, 
Dismembering Mary, 
Sinners & Saviours, 7 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

HIGHWAY 99 30th 
Anniversary Party for File 
Gumbo, 7 pm, $15 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Ruben 
Studdard, 7:30 pm, $35.50 
THE KRAKEN BAR & 
LOUNGE The Kegels with 
Guests, 9 pm-1 am, $7 
NECTAR Robert Randolph 
& The Family Band, Raquel 
Rodriguez, 8-11:30 pm, 
$25/$35 

NEUMOS Leftover Crack, 
Starving Wolves, Bad Cop, 
Bad Cop, 7 pm, $15 
SEAMONSTER Civil 
Discourse: Alex Mortland, 
10 pm, free 

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 

CLAMOR! A Musical 
Insurgency, 6:30 pm, $10 
Suggested Donation 
SUBSTATION Ida Bay, 
Glasys, Fian, 7 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN The 
Environment, Transient 
Songs, Brandon Krebs, 

8 pm, $8 

TRACTOR TAVERN The 

Wind and the Wave, 

Allison Pierce, Haley 
Johnsen, 8 pm, $12 

★ © VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
IN EVERETT Fisherman's 
Village Music Festival, 

$25/$ 3 5 

© VERA PROJECT 

Lawrence, Busty & The 
Bass, 7:30 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 4 

1 

THE ANGRY BEAVER Jazz 
at the Beaver: Guests, 

9 pm, free 

© HARISSA Sunday Bossa 
Nova: Dina Blade, 

6-9 pm, free 
© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Seattle JazzED, 5 pm Thru 
April 2, free 

★ © TULA’S Jim Cutler Jazz 
Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $10 

★ VITO’S RESTAURANT 
& LOUNGE The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free; Bob Hammer, 6 pm, 
free 

ED 

BARBOZA J-Nasty, Mo $$, 
Ramos, Quincy James, 

8 pm, $10 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 

10 pm-3 am, $10 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL The 

Baltimore Consort: Food of 
Love, 2:30 pm, $26-$46 

© CHRIST EPISCOPAL 


CHURCH Salish Sea Early 
Music Festival: 1800 — 
Fortepiano & 8-Keyed 
Flute, 7:30 pm, $15-$25 

★ © MCCAW HALL Born 
This Way: Seattle Men's 
Chorus, 2 pm, $25-$75 
NORDIC HERITAGE 
MUSEUM Fodselsdagskage 
til Niels Gade, 4 pm, 

$50/$ 60 

© PLYMOUTH 
CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH Seattle Festival 
Orchestra: Barber and 
Mahler, 3 pm, $10/$20 

★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 4/3 


CENTRAL SALOON 

Couches, Garbeau, Male 
Blonding, Tres Leches, 

9:30 pm-12:30 am, $5 
© CROCODILE The Bronx 
with Dave Hause, 8 pm, $20 
THE FUNHOUSE 
Peelander-Z, Fabulous 
Downey Brothers, Porn 
Bloopers, 9 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
THE KRAKEN BAR & 

lounge Bobby's Oar, 
Stepbrothers, Southtowne 
Lanes, 9 pm-2 am, $7 
© NEUMOS Senses Fail, 
Counterparts, Movements, 
Like Pacific, 7:30 pm, 
$16.50/$20 

SUNSET TAVERN Jason 
McCue, Tin Foil Top Hat, 
The Good Weird, 8 pm, $8 

I 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Salute Sessions, 10 pm, free 

ED 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 
PONY Fruit: DJ Toast, 

9 pm, free 


TUE 4/4 


CHOP SUEY POWERS, 
Bridgit Mendler, Nick Leng, 

7 pm, $17 

EL CORAZON Amorphis, 
Swallow The Sun, Rhine, 
Black Liquid Funeral, 7 pm, 
$25-$65 

© FREMONT ABBEY 

Squirrel Butter, Greg Blake 
Trio, 8 pm, $8/$13 
THE FUNHOUSE Flatfoot 
56, 8 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
HIGH DIVE Wild English, 
Major Powers & The Lo-Fi 
Symphony, The Hilltalks, 
The Regrets, 7:30 pm, $6/$8 
NEPTUNE THEATRE Asia 
On Tour with Miyavi, Slot 
Machine, Kiha & The Faces, 

8 pm, $23.50 

RENDEZVOUS Tow'rs Live 
in Seattle, 7-10 pm, $10 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Suffering Fuckheads, 

10 pm, free 

SHOWBOX The Tea Party, 
8:30 pm, $25/$28 
© STUDIO SEVEN 
Katatonia, Caspian, 
Uncured, 7 pm, $25/$27 
SUNSET TAVERN SUSTO 
with Cat Clyde, 8:30 pm, 
$10 

©VERA PROJECT Hi-Rez, 
Emilio Rojas, Justin Stone, 
7:30 pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 7 

p iy*A 

OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 

ED 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 
$5; free before 10 pm 


CLASSICAL 


NAKED CITY BREWERY 
& TAPHOUSE Early Music 
Underground: Mozart in 
the Rainforest, 7-9 pm, $20 
© UW MEANY THEATRE 
Faculty Recital: Craig 
Sheppard and Saeunn 
Thorsteinsdottir, 7:30- 
10 pm, $10/$20 


Thu 

3/30 

9pm 

BAD SAINT 

Slow Elk 

Fri 

3/31 

9pm 

TRUTH TO POWER #2 
w/ Katie Kate & 

The Ringers 
& Sharon Williams 

Sat 

STILL ILL V. ROLLING 

4/1 

OLD SCHOOL 80S, 90S & 

9pm 

00S HIP HOP PARTY $7 

Sun 

IMPURITAN, 

4/2 

This Blinding Light, 

8pm 

Ocelot Omlette 

Wed 


4/5 

LOVING TOUCH $5 

9pm 


Thu 

4/6 

8pm 

QUEEN SHM00QUAN 
Fundraiser show for 
Colectiva Legal Del 
Pueblo w/ Stephen 
Gruber (Live animation), 
Jawbone Puppet 
Theater (adult comedy 



puppet) + more 


thelofi.net 

2QS- 254-2824 
429 iasllake Ave. East 
Ayes 21* 
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THE 


4T£r 


THURSDAY, MARCH SO 


NO JUMPER TOUR FEAT 
5MOKEPURPP. Ill PUMP, DJ ROJAS 
DJ CAM GIRl, DJ HOUSE RHONE 


FRIDAY. MARCH 31 


wuNSflSSfe 

CAMERON LAV!- JON 


SATURDAY APS'li 1 


ES 


DES DHAMAKA AFTER PARTY 

DJ SAHIL 


FRIDAY. APRIL 7 


AN EVENING WITH 

THE SECURITY PROJECT 


SATURDAY APRIL G 


JAI HOI DANCE PARTY 

BAISAKHI FESTIVAL 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY APRIL 1 J Si 15 


EPIC QUEST BURLESQUE 

A JOURNEY THROUGH FANDOMS 


IN THE BOUR&QN BAR 




kind of a big deal ALL MONTH LONG 


Wednesdays in April, 6-8pm 
4/5 Pike Brewing 
4/12-Hale's 

4/1 9-Triplehorn Brewing 
4/26- Georgetown Brewing 


Hands-on & 
demonstrated 
science experiments 
in a dive bar! 

Sun 4/16, 8pm, $1(1 
Thu 4/20, 8pm, $10 


Sat 4/1 - Weener (Ween tribute), Stay Tuned (TV & movie theme tribute) 

Sun 4/2 - Science Fiction 

Mon 4/3 - Andy Coe Grateful Dead Covers 

Tue 4/4 - Leif Totusek - Guitar Savant 

Fri 4/7 - Sunflower Sutra, Willie and the Whips 

Sat 4/8 - Chris King & The Gutterballs, Gravel Road, Coyote 

Mon 4/1 0 - Andy Coe Grateful Dead Covers 

Tue 4/1 1 - Leif Totusek - Guitar Savant 

Thu 4/13 -25th Frame, Modern Heart, Emery Carl 

Fri 4/14 - Medium Weekend, Rope Trick (Providence, Rl), Rego 

Sat 4/1 5 - Crack Sabbath, The Suffering Fuckheads, 

Mon 4/1 7 - Andy Coe Grateful Dead Covers 

Tue 4/18 - Opera On Tap! Live opera. Limited seating available. 

Sat 4/22 - The Staxx Brothers, DJ Jamie Simmonds 

Sun 4/23 - Bakelite 78, Snake Suspenderz 

Mon 4/24 - Andy Coe Grateful Dead Covers 

Tue 4/25 - Leif Totusek - Guitar Savant 

Thu 4/27 - Tigers in the Tank, Count by Color, The Bear Dance 

Fri 4/28 - Kinski, Spoils, Beyond Captain Orca 

Sat 4/29 - Industrial Revelation, D'Vonne Lewis' Limited Edition (CD Release) 


Fri 4/21 

Prince Tribute, $10. 

A benefit for the 
behavioral health 
department of 
Seamar Clinic 


71 2 NE 45th • 675-91 1 6 • @bluemoonseattle 


Sun 4/30 

Catalina Underdog, 
The Black Chevys 

NW Immigrant 
Rights Project 
Benefit with 
Floating Bridget 
Brewery next door. 

HAPPY 
^ HOUR 
DAILY 
3^ 2-6:30 
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* STRANGERTICKETS 

PROMOTION WHERE IT MATTERS 

StrangerTickets.com 

FEATURED EVENTS 


APR 14 
5PM 

& 

APR 15 
11:45PM 




FREMONT 


STUDIOS 


Ki 


U 


Mar 31 / 7:30pm / Town Hall 

Paul Watson: 

Ice Ghosts: The Epic Hunt 
for the Lost Franklin Expedition 


^ TUfS i 

Apr 1 / 7 P m KREMWERK 21 * 


APR 28 at 6pm - APR 30 at 4pm 

Foundation for Sex Positive Culture presents: 

SEATTLE 

EROTIC 

FESTIVAL 

SEATTLE CENTER EXHIBITION HALL 


Apr 8 / 4 - 7 pm 

COLLECT 

see * appreciate * q iy 

with Special Guest Chef Tarik Abdullah 
$50 • Multiple Stops *21 + 


HAVE AN EVENT? 

Use Stranger Tickets for your event and get a FREE ad here! 

STRANGERTICKETS.COM 
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SLEAFORD MODS Making new things from old ingredients. 

How Sleaford Mods 
Became Sleaford Mods 

BY SEAN NELSON 


T he link between the Nottingham 
punk/rap/rant/dance duo Slea- 
ford Mods and “times like these” 
couldn’t be much stronger. NME called 
them “the stripped-back sound of austerity 
Britain.” The Guardian argued they were 
“Britain’s angriest band” and speculated that 
they could be “the authentic voice of working- 
class Britain.” Rolling Stone, meanwhile, 
dubbed their new album, English Tapas, 
“Post Brexit Punk Hop.” (You kiss your moth- 
er with that mouth?) 

It’s tempting to read the group through 
the lens of political commentary, anger, and 
protest. And all of that is valid and real, but 


it’s really only part of what makes Sleaford 
Mods records so exciting. (PS. It’s “slee- 
ferd,” not “slay-ferd.”) 

The political element in their songs is a 
function of singer/writer Jason Williamson’s 
verbal style, which is a rare combination of 
relentless invention, dexterous wit, and un- 
adorned bluntness. For every gob of spit he 
spews at a corrupt politician (“Cameron’s 
hairdresser got an MBE / I said to my wife, 
‘You better shoot me’”), he’s got an ironic ob- 
servation about the price of getting what you 
wish for (“Bring back the neolibs / I’m sorry, 
I didn’t fucking mean to pray for anarchy!”) 
or a throwaway slang phrase (“Brex City 


Roller”) that becomes indispensable. 

The star of Sleaford Mods is the ranting 
juggernaut of Williamson’s voice. His vocals 
are punk without affectation, rap without ap- 
propriation, and social critique without the 
ideological cant that makes pious liars out of 
otherwise well-intentioned would-be artists. 

He’s virile, abrasive, blunt, hilarious, un- 
hinged, and, above all, direct. As in direct 
address. As in “You better think about the shit 
hairdo you got, mate.” It sounds like he’s un- 
screwing the top of his skull and funneling the 
thoughts he can’t contain straight into your 
ears. But like all forms of performance that 
sound raw and unfiltered, this style took a long 
time to develop. 

Before meeting his Sleaford collabora- 
tor Andrew Fearn, Williamson 
knocked around in British indie- 
rock bands for decades, trying 
and failing to make a name for 
himself. And the desperation 
that followed led to a strange 
innovation. 

“I just started talking instead of singing,” 
Williamson told me in a phone interview. “I 
was writing lyrics — pages of lyrics — about just 
going up to the shop and buying a can of lager, 
you know? I’d gotten to such a low point that 
all I had left was just to tell that story. I don’t 
know why it came about. I think it was solely 
initially influenced by failure and alienation 
and being at the bottom of the barrel, really.” 

He followed the inspiration, which more 
or less consisted of stripping away the 
adornments of songwriting and rock ’n’ roll 
performance conventions until there were 
no elements left to strip. There was a beat. 
There were words. There was a structure. 
There was only a hint of melody. But it wasn’t 
really rap. How could it have been? 

Williamson’s new style drew on a powerful 
love for Wu-Tang Clan, which had itself built 
on his intense feeling for late-1980s hiphop 
records like Bigger and Deffer and It Takes a 
Nation of Millions to Hold Us Back. 

“It was the vocal” that attracted him to 
those records, he said. “It’s hiphop, obviously, 
but it reminded me of punk, as well. Aggro 
music, do you know what I mean? I had a con- 
nection with that, obviously.” 

But whether out of deference or simple 
common sense, Williamson steered clear of 


adopting the superficial trappings of hiphop 
culture in his new creative endeavor, which 
is part of what accounts for Sleaford Mods 
sounding both new and familiar. 

Unlike the many 21st-century bands that 
have tried to get over by stapling rap verses 
onto rock arrangements, Williamson and 
Fearn have taken the components of punk, 
beat-driven electronic music, and hiphop — 
i.e., the last three music subcultures to go 
aboveground in the past 20 years — and made 
an utterly singular-sounding hybrid of them. 

Add to that the fact that Williamson has 
emerged as a writer of distinction and a funny, 
formidable presence on the cloying pop land- 
scape, and you could be forgiven for feeling 
something like hope that maybe not every 
single thing has been scorched 
by the flames that are hungrily 
engulfing everything you ever 
cared about. 

Their brand-new record, 
English Tapas, is less expressly 
political than the last two ( Key Markets and 
Divide and Exit), but its social observations 
reflect the larger political reality of being 
overwhelmed, surrounded, and trying to re- 
member why you shouldn’t feel utterly fucked. 

“I grew up in the ’80s,” Williamson told me, 
apropos of politics and music, “and I remember, 
it wasn’t really about Making Political Music. It 
was about just, if you wanted to do music, you 
applied yourself to it, and generally speaking, 
you became political, because everything was so 
politicized, like it is now. If you’ve got anything 
about you, you’re going to be doing stuff that is 
political whether you like it or not. You can’t ig- 
nore things anymore. You just can’t.” 

But on the other hand. . . 

“It was shit 10 years ago, too,” Williamson 
points out. “I understand that it was quite an 
atrocity for your administration to become 
what it’s become, but, you know, it was pretty 
bleak in [the US] 10 years ago. It’s always 
been shit, so there’s always been plenty to 
talk about. Yeah, things are a bit more obvious 
now. Things are stepping up a bit more, and 
what we’re heading toward nobody knows, 
but at the minute, it doesn’t seem good.” 

It feels limiting to confine Sleaford Mods 
to the role of a band for times like these, but 
these times are as good, or bad, a time as any 
for a band that matters. ■ 


Sleaford Mods 

w/ Private Room 

Wed April 5, Neumos, 
8 pm, $20, 21 + 


Why Should I Give a Fuck 
About. . . Diamanda Galas? 

BY DAVE SEGAL 



Years Active: 38. 

Provenance: San Diego, California. 

Essential Albums: The Litanies of Satan, 
You Must Be Certain of the Devil, The Sport- 
ing Life, All the Way. 

Essential Songs: “The 
Litanies of Satan,” “O Death,” 

“Gloomy Sunday,” “Burning 
Hell,” “Wild Women with Steak 
Knives,” “The Thrill Is Gone.” 

Influenced By: Patty Waters, Screamin’ 
Jay Hawkins, Robert Plant, Iannis Xenakis. 

Influence On: Lydia Lunch, PJ Harvey, 
Bjork, Anohni, Pharmakon. 

Precautions: On this tour, Galas will per- 
form pieces from her two new albums — All 


the Way (covers of jazz, country, and tradi- 
tional songs) and the multilingual, death-song 
suite At Saint Thomas the Apostle Harlem — 
so don’t shout requests for deep cuts from 
out-of-print records just to 
prove how cool you are. Seri- 
ously, don’t. 

Why You Should Give a 
Fuck: An uncommonly percep- 
tive YouTube commenter called Galas the 
“H.R. Giger of music performance,” and that 
nails it. Have the blues ever been this dark, 
this distended, this gripping, this grotesque? 
Doubtful. 

It would be hard to pinpoint an artist who 
has interpreted so many standards in such 


extreme ways as this vocalist/ 
pianist. But beyond revamp- 
ing old, beloved songs to her 
own diabolical ends, Galas also 
has summoned (' written is too 
prosaic a word) her own compo- 
sitions, works that sound as far 
out and as abrasively abstract 
as anything by Iannis Xenakis, 
a fellow innovator of Greek 
descent who explored timbral 
abnormalities. 

Galas’s voice is a wind in- 
strument of infernally beautiful 
power. Nevertheless, when the 
time comes to get convention- 
ally operatic, she has the pipes to get the job 
done. 

Know this: Diamanda Galas is one sing- 
er who’ll never tackle the Turtles’ “Happy 
Together.” 

In the Birthday Party’s “Zoo-Music Girl,” 
Nick Cave exclaims, “Oh, god, please let me 
die beneath her fists!” You can imagine that 


same thought running through the minds of 
Galas’s most ardent fans. Because she is the 
type of anti-diva who projects that kind of 
merciless control over her audience — because 
she is the kind of severely extravagant en- 
tertainer who commands that kind of abject 
devotion. Friday’s Neptune show is sold out. 
There will be blood. ■ 


Diamanda Galas 

Fri March 31 , Neptune, 
9 pm, $43.50, all ages 
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THINGS TO DO 

The easiest way to decide what to do 
in Seattle just got easier. 

Browsing events is simpler than ever, and you can now add events to your calendar. 
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every occasion 
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Easily search Seattle’s most 
comprehensive calendar 
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See complete event details 
and get tickets 


Don’t miss all the great things happening in Seattle. 


^ Get it FREE on the 

% App Store 


Get it FREE on 

Google Play 


Search Stranger Things To Do in Seattle on the App Store or Google Play. 

TheStranger.com/ThingsToDoApp 
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COURTESY OF INTERSTITIAL 


Sacred Art for a Virtual Era 

MSHR’s New Installation Offers Delight and Transcendence 

BY EMILY POTHAST 


E very time I start to describe MSHR 
to the uninitiated, I think of the cliche 
about trying to describe a psychedelic experi- 
ence to someone who’s never had one. 

“They make these multidimensional in- 
stallations and play instruments they design 
and build themselves. What do they sound 
like? Hmm. Have you tried DMT?” 

MSHR — pronounced “mesher” — is the 
duo of Portland-based artists Brenna Murphy 
and Birch Cooper. The project was formed 
in 2011 during both artists’ involvement in 
another experimental art collective, Oregon 
Painting Society. My first encounter with OPS 
was at Seattle University’s Hedreen Gallery 
in 2010, where they had created an immersive 
environment of eerie objects, motion-activated 
lights, and an array of hand-built instruments, 
including synthesizers that used the bodies of 
living plants as conductors for 
sound that could be modulated 
by gently touching a leaf or stem. 

This marriage of the electronic 
and the organic finds full thematic 
fruition in the multimedia works of MSHR. 
Their visual aesthetic is a vocabulary of intri- 
cate, often symmetrical glyph-like patterns 
developed within the parameters of various 
3-D image processing programs. These shapes 
are presented both physically and virtually: 
printed onto two-dimensional surfaces, laser- 
cut from sheet plastic and assembled into 3-D 
sculptures, and projected in videos that show 
them as objects in movement, a process of di- 
mensional unfolding. 

“Our work is to sketch the invisible shapes 
that frame reality,” Murphy and Cooper tell 
me over e-mail from New York, where they 
have been in residence since last summer. 
“We draw inspiration from all human cultural 
forms, with a specific focus on the contem- 
porary — those forms that are so ubiquitous, 
they are hard to see.” 

In Nested Transmuter Cycle , their current 
installation at Interstitial, these forms are 
assembled into “magic lantern infinity mir- 
rors” — two-way mirrors, laser cut into pat- 
terns, facing each other with a colored light 
bulb hanging between them. There are light 
sensors in the mirrors, resulting in a feedback 
loop between the light bulb and the sensors. 


The action of the light sensors drives the audio 
parameters to form a cybernetic system that 
continually generates light and sound from its 
own inputs, which may be left to evolve on its 
own — like a “synthetic, stylized life form” — or 
modulated by human intervention. 

“I think of our work as feedback between 
physical sculpture, digital sculpture, and sound 
sculpture,” explains Cooper. At no point are 
these feedback loops more evident than when 
the duo is physically interacting with their hand- 
built sound and light machines in the context of 
a live performance — as they did on March 17 at 
Gary Hill’s Belltown studio as part of a series 
of artist presentations called This Might Not 
Work. MSHR performances are synesthetic, 
ritualistic acts of electronically-mediated pag- 
eantry where the objects truly come alive. 

For a static exhibition like Nested Trans- 
muter Cycle , the artists’ bodies 
are absent from the final presen- 
tation. In their place is MSHR’s 
first-ever virtual reality instal- 
lation — an Oculus Rift dangling 
from the ceiling, inviting viewers to navigate 
an alternate space nested within the exhibition 
space, “like a secret room within a room.” 

The interior layout of the VR landscape 
was programmed on site so that it would cor- 
respond to the layout of the installation within 
the gallery. The result is an expanded spatial 
experience that makes entirely new dimensions 
visible, like an infinity mirror inside your mind. 

For all the technical specificity inherent 
in MSHR’s work, the best word to describe 
the overall effect is magical. You don’t have 
to know how these things work to appreciate 
their pulsing, uncanny beauty — but if you are 
technically inclined, there are layers upon lay- 
ers to delight in. 

Another word I’ll use with no trace of irony 
is spiritual , in a sense that these shapes and 
sounds really do seem to resonate with certain 
structures of perceptual consciousness. There 
is a transcendence to be felt in these intricate 
forms, like sacred art for a virtual era. 

MSHR have shown and performed all 
over the world, but Nested Transmuter Cycle 
is their first full-fledged gallery exhibition in 
Seattle. Bring your sense of wonder, and may- 
be a little weed. ■ 


MSHR: Nested 
Transmuter Cycle 

Interstitial 
Through May 27 
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ALLERGIC PEOPLE 

Needed NOW 
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ON SALE THIS WEEK! Also available for rent! 


BLOW-UP (Criterion Collection) 

You’ll Never Look at Mimes the Same Way Again 
DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 

SILENCE 

Scorsese’s Intense Take on Faith and Sacrifice 
DVD $24.95 Blu-ray $29.95 

PLANET EARTH II 

David Attenborough: Nature’s Grandpa 
DVD $31 .95 Blu-ray $37.95 


For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com 


FANTASTIC BEASTS AND 
WHERE TO FIND THEM 

The David Attenborough of the Wizarding World 
DVD $24.95 Blu-ray $31 .95 3D Blu $39.95 

20TH CENTURY WOMEN 

Your Mom was a Feminist 
DVD $17.95 Blu-ray $22.95 

THE WANDERERS 

Under-seen 50’s Greaser Nostalgia 
DVD $15.95 Blu-ray $21 .95 





m Arrow Academy 


CINEMA PARADISO 

DVD $23.95 / Blu-ray $27.95 

THE CREEPING 
GARDEN 

DVD / Blu-ray + CD 
Soundtrack $23.95 


PROPERTY IS NO 
LONGER A THEFT 

DVD / Blu-ray $26.95 

STORY OF SIN 

DVD / Blu-ray $26.95 


WITCHTRAP 

Sublime 80’s Horror Goodness 
DVD /Blu-ray $23.95 

WISHMASTER COLLECTION 

Careful What You... Well, You Get It 
Blu $44.95 

MYSTERY SCIENCE THEATER 3000 Vol. 38 

Four More Trash Classics Burned 
DVD $49.95 
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God in Space 

A New Pilot on Amazon Marries 
Science Fiction and Spirituality 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


A ny TV show that puts god in space, 
I will watch. And this is exactly 
what Amazon’s pilot for Oasis ap- 
pears to be about — god in space. 

The story: The year is 2032, the earth is 
an environmental and economic mess, and 
all hope lies on Oasis, a colony at the edge 
of the galaxy. It costs $100 million to send a 
single person to Oasis, which has a popula- 
tion of about 200 humans. The sandstorms on 
Oasis are nightmarish, but when the weather 
is calm, several planets in its solar system 
are visible in the sky. For reasons that are 
unknown, the founder of this colony — which 
is managed by a 
multinational corpo- 
ration — has brought 
a priest, Peter Leigh 
(Game of Thrones' 

Richard Madden), to 
the planet at great 
expense. Something 
weird is going on that 
science cannot ex- 
plain. A man of god 
is needed. He must 
make sense of what 
appears to be super- 
natural events. 

A breakdown: The 
earth in this show has 
lots in common with 
the earths in Inter- 
stellar and Children 
of Men. It is a dying 
world, and humans are heading toward ex- 
tinction. What are we to do? In Interstellar , 
the solution is similar to that of Oasis — go 
to a planet that has a future. In Children of 
Men, nothing can be done. The humans in 
that movie are waiting for a miracle — and it 
happens. The spaceship in Oasis is like the 
ordinary-looking spaceships in Gattaca, but 
the astronauts wear spacesuits and not, as 
with Gattaca, just suits. The makers of Oa- 
sis put very little creative energy into its 
spaceship and the trip between Earth and 
this new planet at the edge of the galaxy. The 
astronauts enter the ship, fall into a sort of 
death-sleep, and are brought to conscious- 
ness, months later, in the new world. 

The base on the planet is a lot like the one 
in the recent, terrible young-adult film The 
Space Between Us, and the way it functions 
and feeds the colony has much in common 
with the spaceship in Danny Boyle’s also 
terrible Sunshine. Now, there is one good 
thing about Sunshine, and that is Icarus II 
(the spaceship). And what makes this space- 
ship unique is that it understands what life 
is. Life is always other life. We will not 
travel deep into space just as humans. It 
will be as humans/bacteria/plants/bugs. The 
Icarus II has lots of mud, bacteria, bugs, 
and plants recycling living matter, and it 
has a gardener as one of its crewmembers. 
The base on Oasis is also a lively place. Hu- 
mans are not the only earthlings colonizing 
the planet. Plants and bacteria are here, 
too — and maybe even bugs. Indeed, one of 


the stars of the show is a botanist and for- 
mer weed grower, played by hippie-looking 
Haley Joel “I See Dead People” Osment. He 
is all grown now and at home in this trippy 
new world. 

As for the new world, it looks a lot like 
the Mars in Anthony Hoffman’s awful Red 
Planet, but, like the world orbited by the 
cosmonauts in Andrei Tarkovsky’s master- 
piece Solaris, there is something strange, 
even supernatural about this place. It does 
not just fuck with the minds of humans, but 
it appears to have water with strange or psy- 
chedelic properties. This is why the colony’s 
founder and CEO de- 
cided to spend $100 
million on the priest’s 
trip. He believes the 
planet’s mysteries 
can be solved not by 
science but by sensi- 
tivity to the spiritual 
realm. In this theol- 
ogy, god is not just a 
force on earth, but 
one whose ambi- 
ent being spreads to 
every corner of the 
universe. He must 
be here on the plan- 
et, must be flowing 
through and filling 
the vibrant voids that 
connect its rocks and 
water and the heads 

of its new inhabitants. 

God is also in the 2004 TV reboot of Bat- 
tlestar Galactica. The god in this TV show 
comes with a twist: The machines made by 
humans believe in his existence, whereas the 
humans do not. One would think that ma- 
chines would be the atheists, as they know 
who their maker is. But they are the believ- 
ers, and the humans almost never talk or 
think about god. When faced with the choice 
of believing either (1) some microscopic event 
evolved step-by-step over millions of years to 
create them (large apes with large brains) or 
(2) god created them with his magical breath, 
the humans in Battlestar Galactica clearly 
chose the former. They are rational. The ro- 
bots, on the other hand, are god-crazy. They 
go on and on about the master plan that God 
has for the whole universe and how their war 
with humans fits into this master plan. 

In the pilot for Oasis, the priest — who has 
a dark past (he is a born-again Christian) — 
gives one brief sermon to the colonists. He 
tells his congregation of unhappy scientists 
and technicians that he does not have all the 
answers to life and the universe. He, like the 
rest of them, is searching for answers. In a 
word, the priest is not god-crazy. He is the 
type of Christian who would be chased out of 
an evangelical church. 

So what is the priest doing on this planet? 
A hint appears at the end of the pilot (which, 
by the way, has a strong cast, is visually sexy, 
and is competently directed): In space, god 
can hear you scream. ■ 



Oasis 

dir. Kevin Macdonald 
Amazon Video 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of March 29 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The dragon that stole your treasure will 
return it. Tulips and snapdragons will blossom in a field you thought 
was a wasteland. Gargoyles from the abyss will crawl into view, but 
then meekly lick your hand and reveal secrets you can really use. 
The dour troll that guards the bridge to the Next Big Thing will let 
you pass even though you don't have the password. APRIL FOOL! 
Everything I just described is only metaphorically true, not literally. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): According to legend, Buddha had to 
face daunting tests to achieve enlightenment. A diabolical adversary 
tempted him with sensual excesses and assailed him with vortexes 
of blistering mud, flaming ice, and howling rocks. Happily, Buddha 
glided into a state of wise calm and triumphed over the mayhem. He 
converted his nemesis's vortexes into bouquets of flowers and celes- 
tial ointments. What does this have to do with you? In accordance 
with current astrological omens, I hope you will emulate Buddha as 
you deal with your own initiatory tests. APRIL FOOL! I wasn't com- 
pletely honest. It's true you'll face initiatory tests that could prod you 
to a higher level of wisdom. But they'll most likely come from allies 
and inner prompts rather than a diabolical adversary. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Since I expect you'll soon be tempted to 
indulge in too much debauched fun and riotous release, I'll offer you 
a good hangover remedy. Throw these ingredients into a blender and 
then drink up: a thousand-year-old quail egg from China, seaweed 
from Antarctica, milk from an Iraqi donkey, lemon juice imported 
from Kazakhstan, and a dab of Argentinian toothpaste on which the 
moon has shone for an hour. APRIL FOOL! I deceived you. You won't 
have to get crazy drunk or stoned to enjoy extreme pleasure and ca- 
thartic abandon. It will come to you quite naturally — especially if you 
expand your mind through travel, big ideas, or healthy experiments. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Hire a promoter to create gold plaques 
listing your accomplishments and hang them up in public places. Or 
pay someone to make a thousand bobblehead dolls in your likeness, 
each wearing a royal crown, and give them away to everyone you 
know. Or enlist a pilot to fly a small plane over a sporting event while 
trailing a banner that reads, "[Your name] is a gorgeous genius worthy 
of worshipful reverence." APRIL FOOL! What I just advised was a dis- 
torted interpretation of the cosmic omens. Here's the truth: The best 
way to celebrate your surging power is not by reveling in frivolous 
displays of pride, but rather by making a bold move that will render 
a fantastic dream 10 percent more possible for you to accomplish. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Endangered species: black rhino, Bornean 
orangutan, hawksbill turtle, South China tiger, Sumatran elephant, 
and the Leo messiah complex. You may not be able to do much to 
preserve the first five on that list, but PLEASE get to work on saving 
the last. It's time for a massive eruption of your megalomania. APRIL 
FOOL! I was exaggerating for effect. There's no need to go overboard 
in reclaiming your messiah complex. But please do take strong action 
to stoke your self-respect, self-esteem, and confidence. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Race through your yoga routine so you 
have more time to surf the internet. Inhale doughnuts and vodka in 
the car as you race to the health-food store. Get into a screaming 
fight with a loved one about how you desperately need more peace 
and tenderness. APRIL FOOL! A little bit of self-contradiction would 
be cute, but not THAT much. And yet I do worry that you are close to 
expressing THAT much. The problem may be that you haven't been 
giving your inner rebel any high-quality mischief to attend to. As a 
result, it's bogged down in trivial insurrections. So please give your 
inner rebel more important work to do. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): Research shows that a typical working 
couple devotes an average of four minutes per day in meaningful 
conversations. I suggest you boost that output by at least 10 percent. 
Try to engage your best companion in four minutes and 24 seconds of 
intimate talk per day. APRIL FOOL! I lied. A 10-percent increase isn't 
nearly enough. Given the current astrological indicators, you must 
seek out longer and deeper exchanges with the people you love. Can 
you manage 20 minutes per day? 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): In a way, it's too bad you're about to 
lose your mind. The chaos that ensues will be a big chore to clean up. 
But in another sense, losing your mind may be a lucky development. 
The process of reassembling it will be entertaining and informative. 
And as a result, your problems will become more fascinating than 
usual, and your sins will be especially original. APRIL FOOL! I lied, 
sort of. You won't really lose your mind. But this much is true: Your 
problems will be more fascinating than usual, and your sins will be 
especially original. That's a good thing! It may even help you recover 
a rogue part of your mind that you lost a while back. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): You say that some of the healthiest 
foods don't taste good? And that some of your pleasurable diver- 
sions seem to bother people you care about? You say it's too much 
hassle to arrange for a certain adventure that you know would be 
exciting and meaningful? Here's what I have to say about all that: 
Stop whining. APRIL FOOL! I lied. The truth is, there will soon be far 
fewer reasons for you to whine. The discrepancies between what you 
have to do and what you want to do will at least partially dissolve. So 
will the gaps between what's good for you and what feels good, and 
between what pleases others and what pleases you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): You should begin work on a book 
with one of the following titles, and you should finish writing it no 
later than April 28: The Totally Intense Four Weeks of My Life When 
I Came All the Way Home, The Wildly Productive Four Weeks of My 
Life When I Discovered the Ultimate Secrets of Domestic Bliss, The 
Crazily Meaningful Four Weeks When I Permanently Anchored Myself 
in the Nourishing Depths. APRIL FOOL! I lied. There's no need to actu- 
ally write a book like that. But I do hope you seek out and generate 
experiences that would enable you to write books with those titles. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): If you were a passenger on a plane full 
of your favorite celebrities, and the pilot had to make an emergency 
landing on a remote snowbound mountain, and you had to eat one 
of the celebrities in order to stay alive until rescuers found you, which 
celebrity would you want to eat first? APRIL FOOL! That was a really 
stupid and pointless question. I can't believe I asked it. I hope you 
didn't waste a nanosecond thinking about what your reply might 
be. Here's the truth, Aquarius: You're in a phase of your astrological 
cycle when the single most important thing you can do is ask and 
answer really good questions. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): You now have an elevated chance of 
finding a crumpled one-dollar bill on a sidewalk. There's also an in- 
creased likelihood you'll get a coupon for a 5-percent discount from 
a carpet shampoo company or win enough money in the lottery to 
buy a new sweatshirt. To enhance these possibilities, all you have to 
do is sit on your ass and wish really hard that good economic luck 
will come your way. APRIL FOOL! What I just said was kind of true, 
but also useless. Here's more interesting news: The odds are better 
than average that you'll score tips on how to improve your finances. 
You may also receive an offer of practical help for a bread-and-butter 
dilemma. To encourage these outcomes, all you have to do is develop 
a long-term plan for improved money management. ■ 
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Live Rich and Die Broke: 
The Epicurean Anthem 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


W hile my father was studying econom- 
ics at the American University in 
Washington, DC, he made a living as a pastor 
in a farming region not far from Ocean City, 
Maryland. During the week, our family of four 
lived in the political capital of the world, and 
over the weekend, we stayed in a little parson- 
age at the center of a black American farming 


community in rural Maryland. 

Now, everyone in this community knew the 
preacher’s son loved fried oysters, and so they 
made sure to send a basket or bowl of them to 
the parsonage on Saturday afternoons. Or, when 
my father paid a sick member of the congrega- 
tion a home visit on Sunday evening to perform 
communion with a portable set (white wafers 


and little glasses filled Welch’s grape juice, not 
wine — my father was a Methodist), and if I hap- 
pened to be with him, the ill person would come 
alive and make a family member deep-fry some 
oysters for me, the son of the man of God. 

During Sunday school, which I had to at- 
tend, the kids in the congregation would find 
ways to make me see how much they hated ► 
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◄ me. For many years, I thought this hate was 
a consequence of my being black African and 
them being black American. But many years 
later, I found the real answer in Maya Ange- 
lou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. In 
that book, Angelou describes how her mother 
prepared fried chicken only when the pastor vis- 
ited, and she and her brothers, who rarely got 
to eat anything, would watch the pastor eat all 
of the meat in the house. That preacher eating 
a plate of fried chicken in Angelou’s book dis- 
solved into the preacher’s son eating a plate of 
fried oysters in the homes of poor black folks in 
Maryland. No matter what kind of black I was, 
those hungry kids would have hated me. 

That said, I never stopped loving fried oys- 
ters, and I devote at least 
one meal a week to them 
without plunging a whole 
family into despair. When 
fried oysters are done 
right, which is certainly 
the case at Bateau on 
Capitol Hill and Perihe- 
lion Brewery on Beacon 
Hill, the experience is 
that of eating a strange 
sea creature. It has a crunchy exoskeleton and a 
body that, when decomposed, reveals the depths 
of the sea. I always imagine that eating an alien 
would be like eating an excellent fried oyster: 
You’d taste deep space, galactic dust, gas clouds, 
the trail of a comet in the alien’s soft core. 

But what makes an oyster so wonderful is 
precisely this: It does not taste like itself but 
where it spent its life. And the richer its sur- 
roundings, the richer the oyster. This is why a 
great fried oyster is the best model for the life 
of an epicurean — a lover of sensual pleasures. 
Flesh that’s surrounded by beautiful things, 
constantly devours rich foods, records those 
experiences, and concentrates them in the body. 
You yourself are enriched. An alien would prefer 


the meat of an epicurean. 

Now, there is an expression in Japanese that 
rings the cracked bell of my soul. It is kuid- 
aore — it means to go bankrupt because you 
spent so much money on extravagant foods. 
This is the economics of an epicurean. Hoarding 
cash is just plain ugly. Making money just for the 
sake of making more money is monstrous. The 
economics of the epicurean is — to use the title of 
the third track on Billy Paul’s 1975 album When 
Love Is New — to “Let the Dollar Circulate.” 

The movement of money is a state of eco- 
nomic bliss. Cash that enters your purse or 
bank account should always be like a one-night 
stand (met at a bar, went to your place, fucked, 
gone in the morning) rather than a marriage. 

As soon as it arrives, 
money must soon leave 
to purchase something 
really rich and dense and 
complex, like goose eggs. 

This kind of egg is 
expensive (the price of 
one goose egg at Pike 
Place Market Creamery, 
$2.50, could buy you a 
dozen chicken eggs at 
Safeway), but they are huge and have a yoke 
that, when properly prepared, leaves a perma- 
nent impression in your body. Indeed, I would 
love to eat one goose egg after another for 
hours in the morning. But I can’t, not because 
of money, but because they are just too rich. 
Pm a human, and I can handle one only every 
so often — a god could forever eat and go broke 
because of goose eggs. 

I can, however, eat lots and lots of the eggs 
of another animal: fish. Caviar is famously not 
cheap, which is why, in the popular imagina- 
tion, it’s associated with rich people. But the 
truth of the matter is, the rich fear spending 
money. Anyone who has a wealthy friend or 
relative knows how tightfisted upper-class 


people can be. And with good reason. For 
them, the end of money is money, which, in 
our times, rarely comes into contact with the 
conductor of experience, the flesh. The days of 
Scrooge McDuck are no more. The rich can’t 
dive into pools of vapid cash and coins, swim- 
ming and reveling in the stuff. Money is just 
ones and zeros — data in a server. 

The best caviar is expensive. And you want 
the best, because it does amazing things in your 
mouth. After eating a tiny spoonful of the Israeli 
osetra at a delightful place on Eastlake called 
Seattle Caviar Company (it costs about $135 an 
ounce, but you can enjoy it as part of a tasting 
plate for $30 along with a glass of something 
dry and bubbly), I found that I missed one egg 
on the tip of the spoon. I took a sip of the dry 
sparkling wine, waited for a moment, and then 
placed the single egg on the tip of my tongue, 
pressed and burst it, and almost immediately it 
exploded with an intensity you would not expect 
from something so small. 

Seattle Caviar Company also offers a mini 
caviar pie — a slice of brittle bread, a layer of 
mayonnaise, a ring of chum salmon Ikura, an- 
other circle of golden whitefish caviar, and a 
black core of marvelous paddlefish caviar. We 
have heard of “Rapper’s Delight”; this pie is 
a delight made for an epicurean. No, it is not 
cheap, but epicureans are not about money — 
they are about pleasure. 

Sometimes first-rate pleasures are not 
so expensive, which is the case with the dish 
ceviche — raw seafood cured in lemon juice. 
In Seattle, I have not found a ceviche ex- 
perience surpassing that of San Fernando 
RoastedChickenonRainierAvenueSouth.Their 
Peruvian ceviche mixto is $19, and it comes 
with sweet potato and fried corn. 

My point is, do not die with lots of money 
in your account. Enter the grave or go up in 
smoke as a body dense with the riches its life 
has experienced. ■ 


The best caviar is 
expensive. And you 
want the best, because 
it does amazing things 
in your mouth. 
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Raven 

Scott 

TEXT BY RICH SMITH 
PHOTO BY STEVE KORN 


Ever since the fox and the cock spent all day 
tricking each other in Chaucer's poem "The 
Nun's Priest's Tale," Westerners have set aside 
April 1 for hoaxes and chicanery of all kinds. 

But almost every day is April Fools' for Capitol 
Hill's Skipping Jestress, Raven Scott. 

Over the last two and a half years, you've 
likely seen her skipping down Broadway in her 
black-and-white cap and bells, or maybe dancing 
with the Asian flute player downtown. You may 
have thanked her with a smile for brightening 
your commute, or maybe dismissed her as a day's 
end fever dream. Or you, like many, many oth- 
ers, may have wanted to shout, "Why?! Why are 
you doing this?" In an exclusive interview with 
The Stranger, Scott is here to tell you why. 

Scott first landed on Capitol Hill in the early 
1990s. "I was in awe — all the people with 
the piercings and the hair and the outfits," 
she says. She recalls more street theater back 
then, or at least more people casually wearing 
costume-style dress. Regardless, she felt as if 
she had finally escaped the oppression of her 
conservative upbringing in Vienna, Virginia. 

The jester routine morphed out of a shtick 
she developed when she moved from Seattle 
to Boise, Idaho. She'd stand on the street in 
a formal dress and ask passersby to name an 
old-timey poet. When they did, she'd recite 
one of their poems. 

One evening, she was assaulted. Jumped 
from behind. Not while she was performing, 
just while she was being herself. "You might 
call it a bashing," she says. 

The attack sent her into a spiral of social 
anxiety, and so she hit the bottle. After a 
while at the bottom, she had what she calls "a 
wake-up moment." One day, she was thinking 
of Sylvia Fine's "The Maladjusted Jester," and 
she thought, "I am a fool. I am a fool!" 

"If there's one thing I know today, I know I 
am a fool," Scott says. "Because quite frankly, 
we're all fools. It's just whether we're aware 
of it or not. The people who are the most 
aware of their folly seem to be the most 
settled, and those who deny their folly seem 
to be the most wound up." 

So she tossed on an elaborate, corseted 
party dress and skipped around downtown 
Boise. As she skipped, she thought: "Laugh 
at me! Go ahead! Look at me, laugh! Here I 
am!" And she's been skipping ever since. 

Skipping is how Scott expresses joy in a 
unique way, but it's also "a throwback to the lib- 
eral cockiness that once was pervasive on Capitol 
Hill especially, but that's not especially apparent 
now with the newer homogenization," she says. 

There's something deeper in it for her, too. 

"I love this city," she says. "What I do makes 
me feel part of the community, part of the 
story of the city, and I find great value in that. 
And I feel as if I bring some value to the city." 

While her unique expression of joy brings 
smiles to the faces of some, it offends the deli- 
cate sensibilities of others. She's been assaulted 
twice since she moved back to Seattle. Who are 
her assailants? "They wear a uniform," she says. 
What does it look like? "Conspicuously not gay." 

To reduce risk, she avoids skipping during the 
drinking hours and tries to look people in the 
eye when she passes them. "It's the same when 
going by dogs. The black-and-white costume, 
the skipping — it can be very disturbing for dogs. 
However, you look a dog in the eye, they're less 
likely to jump out at you," she says. ■ 
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HUMP 2017 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 


HUMP! once again invites amateur filmmakers, porn stars, porn-star 
wannabes, hotties, kinksters, regular folks, and all other creative types 
to make short porn films— five minutes max— for HUMP! 2017. HUMP! 
2017 films can be hardcore, softcore, live action, animated, kinky, vanil- 
la, straight, gay, lez, bi, trans, genderqueer— anything goes at HUMP! 
(Well, almost anything: No poop, no animals, no minors.) HUMP! films 
are not released online or in any other form. Filmmakers retain all 
rights. Appearing in a film for HUMP! means getting to be a porn star 
in a movie theatre at HUMP! —not on the internet. 

EXTRA CREDIT : PLANNED PARENTHOOD T-SHIRT, 

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY, PING PONG BALLS 


$15,000 IN CASH PRIZES including: 


★ ★ ★ 


HUMP IS HAPPENING THIS FALL 
in SEATTLE, PORTLAND & OLYMPIA 


ALL HUMP! SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE 

SEPTEMBER 15TH, 2017 by 3PM 

★ ★ ★ 


MORE DETAILS AT 

HUMPFILMFEST.COM/SUBMIT 


$2,000 FIRST PLACE, $1,000 RUNNER UP, 
$1,000 JURY AWARD, $5,000 BEST IN SHOW 









31 £ W REPUBLICAN ST 


DO YOU HAVE 
PTSD AND 
ALCOHOL 
PROBLEMS? 

Seeking free treatment? 
Paid research opportunity. 

Call the APT study at 
206-543-0584 



716 NW 65th St 
206.557.7388 
Hfjrbihouiw.ojg 

Thur Pirn- 10 pm 
Fri-Sal 1pm 

Debit C.irdi Ae?ej]t«f 


OIC4LUV 


NDOBSFD 


flower; ■ editf*; - h 
top-call ► 

•» -20 Sti'. 




COMMUNITY. CULTURE. CANNABIS. 

300000 



twice Sold Tales 

Used & Rare Books 



Capitol Hill 
1833 Harvard Ave 
10am-9pm daily 

Ballard 

2419 NW Market St. 
12pm-7pm, Closed Tuesday 

Happy Hour 
6-Close 

25% off everything! 
both locations 



p nder 

OPEN DAO AT ISAM 


daily 
specials 

S 5 J ediW« 
5 7 grams 

upioai^iHd, 

7 itialni 


2D6;420 21&0 ? FUNIWi-^T SFAnL r.WA^aiJ? PO^DHRSF/tTn EXOM 

I— M.H ■*—! | l * >nl- h | MpM 

uribAi i liiAaiiiLita i>| f l i ™ l» Ui. i*. Uk j Jte,)! il- 1 ■ ■■-— 

>|L| Bl bS#i ■>! dh Ej^j imi'Sa illA ritlAkn J#£'IH4frkll' 






AMBER ML 
HA Vf A HEAk T-G&SfNWQQD 


fjfh£f All Uib weed you need, without the greed. 

CONNECTS 

Jfct Uti/A -j UA^Ifl Bmnlii I HUVmsWfltiaM l fHEWfr;*uiMD 
naVv u ncdil ihihhiddauuiid I DHim miies i aimr/iuiu 


www. H avea HI ga rt CC.com 








